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Oh no! Arrested by the
ED? He must be
completely innocent

CM-KISAN: Fresh
inclusion soon

Bhubaneswar: Deputy Chief Minister
KV Singh Deo Wednesday informed
the Assembly that the state
government will soon start the
process for inclusion of new farmers
under the CM KISAN scheme. Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, in his
first Budget speech, had announced
the rolling out of the CM-KISAN
scheme replacing the KALIA (Krushak
Assistance for Livelihood and Income
Augmentation) scheme of the
previous BJD government.

2 asphyxiated in
Angul village

Boinda: In a tragic incident, two
persons including a woman were
asphyxiated while dismantling the
centering panels of a newly built
septic tank at Dhaurapali village
under Kishorenagar police limits in
Angul district, Wednesday. The
deceased were identified as mason
Aartatrana Mirdha, 40, of Baeja
village and Reena Mabhar, 32, of
Rengalabeda village in Bamur
panchayat in the district.
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STUDY SUICIDE

Student suicides grow faster than population

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 28: Incidents
of student suicides in India have
grown at an alarming annual rate,
surpassing the population growth
rate and overall suicide trends, ac-
cording to a new report.

Based on the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) data,
the ‘Student suicides: An epi-
demic sweeping India’ report
was launched Wednesday at the
Annual IC3 Conference and Expo
2024. The report pointed out that
while the overall suicide numbers
increased by 2 per cent annu-
ally; student suicides cases surged
by 4 per cent, despite a likely
under reporting of student sui-
cide cases.

Over the past two decades, stu-
dent suicides have grown at an
alarming annual rate of 4 per
cent, double the national average.
In 2022, male students constituted
53 pc (per cent) of the total student
suicides. Between 2021 and 2022,
male student suicides decreased
by 6 per cent while female stu-
dent suicides increased by 7 per
cent, noted the report compiled
by IC3 Institute.

The incidence of student sui-
cides continues to surpass both
population growth rates and
overall suicide trends. Over the
last decade, while the popula-
tion of 0-24-year-olds reduced
from 582 million to 581 million,
the number of student suicides
increased from 6,654 to 13,044,
it added.
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® While overall suicide numbers
increased by 2% annually, student
suicides surged by 4%, despite
under reporting

B Over the past two decades,
student suicides have grown at an
alarming annual rate of 4%,
double the national average

B Between 2021 and 2022, male
student suicides decreased by 6%
while female student suicides
increased by 7%

B Dramatic increase in student
suicides with male suicides rising
by 50% and female suicides by
61% over the past decade

The IC3 Institute is a volunteer-
based organisation that provides
support to high schools around
the world through guidance and
training resources for their ad-
ministrators, teachers and coun-
sellors to help establish and
maintain robust career and col-
lege counselling departments.

According to the report,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and
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Madhya Pradesh are identified
as the states with the highest
number of student suicides, to-
gether accounting for one-third
of the national total.

Southern states and Union
Territories collectively contribute
29 per cent of these cases, while
Rajasthan, known for its high-
stakes academic environment,
ranks 10th, highlighting the in-
tense pressure associated with
coaching hubs like Kota.

The data compiled by the
NCRB is based on police-recorded
first information reports (FIRS).
However, it is important to ac-
knowledge that the actual num-
ber of student suicides is likely
underreported. This under-re-
porting can be attributed to sev-
eral factors, including the so-
cial stigma surrounding suicide
and the criminalisation of at-
tempted and assisted suicide
under Section 309 of the Indian
Penal Code.
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Il MAHANGA DOUBLE MURDER

9 get life, another acquitted

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nischintakoili/Salipur, August
28: A local court in Salipur of
Cuttack district handed down
life imprisonment to nine persons
after convicting them in the
much hyped 2021-Mahanga dou-
ble murder case, Wednesday.

The court of Additional
District and Sessions Judge
Saroj Kumar Dash at Salipur
in Cuttack acquitted another
for want of sufficient evidence
in the case.

The convicted persons
awarded life imprisonment were
identified as Panchanan Sethi,
Kailash Chandra Khuntia, Lalit
Mohan Baral, Khitish Acharya,
Chaitanya Sethi, Umesh
Chandra Khatua, Bhikari

Charan Sethi, Malay Kumar
Barik and Pramod Biswal. The
court acquitted Arabinda
Khatua for want of suffi-
cient evidence to prove
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ing in the Orissa High Court.
Meanwhile, Pratap Biswal,
who is stated to be the prime
accused in the case, has died
while another accused is

hisinvolvementinthe Ex-minister still absconding.
murder. Pratap Jena’s The incident oc-
The court passed the mvolvgment jn curred when BJP

order after examining the case is still leader Kulamani Baral

the statements 21 wit-
nesses. Senior advocate
Santosh Kumar Mund
pleaded the matter on behalf of
the state government while ad-
vocates BK Nayak and AK Nayak
were counsels for the defendants.
The court passed the order
after a gap of three years and
seven months of the incident. A
case relating to former state law
minister Pratap Jena, who is an
accused no-13 in the case, is pend-

Prez calls out ‘collective amnesia’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 28: Declaring
that “enough is enough”,
President Droupadi Murmu
Wednesday said it is time for
India to wake up to the “perver-

civilised society can allow daugh-
ters and sisters to be subjected to
such atrocities. “The nation is
bound to be outraged, and soam
I,” she wrote. In her view, it is
the objectification of women by
a few that is behind the crimes

sion” of crimes against women.
against women CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN History, the

and counter the mindset that
sees women as “less powerful,
less capable, less intelligent”.
Referring to the August 9rape
and murder of a junior doctor in
a Kolkata hospital, a “dismayed
and horrified” President said
what is even more depressing is
that it is part of a series of crimes
against women. Murmu said no
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President said, “often hurts” and
societies scared to face history re-
sortto “collective amnesia” to bury
their heads in the sand like the
proverbial ostrich. “Now the time
has come not only to face history
squarely but also to search within
our souls and probe the pathology
of crimes against women,” she
said in her impassioned appeal.

sub-judice

of Nrutanga panchayat
under Mahanga police
limits and his associate
Dibyasingh Baral were re-
turning home on a bike, January
2, 2021. The miscreants hiding
near Jankothi brutally assaulted
them with sharp-edged weapons.
Kulamani died on the spot while
Dibyasingh was admitted to SCB
Medical College and Hospital in
Cuttack where doctors pro-
nounced him dead.

Human case of hird
flu suspected in Puri

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhubaneswar, August 28: State
Health department is on its toes
following detection of a sus-
pected case of avian influenza
(bird flu) infection in a man in
Puri district.

Public Health Director
Nilakantha Mishra clarified that
after detection of bird flu symp-
toms in a person at Mangalpur
Community Health Centre, his
samples have been collected and
sent to the Regional Medical

Research Centre, Bhubaneswar -

and the Indian Institute of
Virology, Pune, for testing.
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RAPPER LIL BABY WAS
ARRESTED IN LA

American rapper Lil Baby had a brush with the law as

he was arrested after being accused of carrying a

concealed weapon without a permit in Las Vegas.

* ' Court records state that the rapper, whose real name
: is Dominique Armani Jones, was carrying a concealed

weapon without a permit, reports People magazine.
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SELENA GOMEZ'’S INSTAGRAM
MASTERCLASS FOR STEVE MARTIN

Actress-singer Selena Gomez, who can be seen
in the recently released fourth season of the
streaming show Only Murders in the Building,
has shared that she gave tips to actor-comedian
Steve Martin on how to use Instagram, reports
Entertainment Tonight.
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LOTR actor calls PC,
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Interactive sessions with ¥
people who think like you s

are on the cards. At last you
may have an intimate talk with your
heloved and you will get a chance to con-
fide your commitment to the relationship,
says Ganesha. You may even express
your long-term dreams.

AGAINST
WOMEN /=

for change §
In mindset _

N

t

a national treasure |

. Singapore: It was a gift to work with Priyanka Chopra,
| also known as PC among her admirers, India’s beloved |
national treasure in The Bluff, said The Lord of the Rings %
(LOTR) actor Ismael Cruz Cordova about his collaboration

‘ with the superstar. Ismael is part of the ensemble cast
. for theaction drama film that will feature Priyanka /;

in the role of a female pirate. A
“India’s very own, beloved
' national treasure... What a gift,
.+ she’s incredible. She’s a su-
perstar in every sense of the

B TAURUS @ | Mumbai: Actress Malavika the root of this and word. Gentle, charismatic and
] = Mohanan recently in an inter- just stop it? It makes > a great leader,” Ismael told
Money matters are likely to S view commented on the challenges  you feel helpless. It [ > this agency in an interview.
:ﬁ:‘sed”;g,'g?;e‘fhﬁo:er :;Tﬁat experienced by women in society makes you feel like, “She does all of her stunts, not 1
you will have quite a time handling the and also highlighted the impor- ‘how, where? It hap- scared to get dirty. And it’s beauti- i
difficulties and complexities they pose. tance of addressing the mindset pens all the time. ~| fultohave...She’sleading this cast and every-

You may not find an easy way out of
your financial problems and will find it

It’s the mindset.
It’s a patriarchal

as a way to tackle the root causes
of such incidents.

body looks up to the leader. She set a beautiful /
tone in that film that we all felt safe. I just felt | §

hard to take firm decisions. Asked about the incidents of mindset. Actually, so honoured to be with her. I1ove her work. So g \
--------------------------------------- violence and harassment against  it’s not just a patri- it’s very special. I'm grateful,” said the actor,«g f}
H GEMINI women, the actress stated , “It archal mindset; it’s known for his work on Sesame Street, Ray
broke my heart because I re- not just blaming men, Donovan and films Mary Queen of Scots and Miss |
Today will be a day filled member we were in the middle it’s blaming the mind- Bala. Ismael is looking forward to the second sea-
with energy and enthusi- of promotions, and hereIamtalk- set. A lot of women are son of The Rings of

asm. You will have an optimistic view of
life and this will help you attain success.
You will be able to exercise your free will
and take up tasks to your liking. While the
day will be busy, it will also be rewarding,
says Ganesha.

l CANCER

Today is a day for taking
things slowly, especially on
the business front. This
applies the most to the stockbrokers and
also others who invest in stocks or shares on
the side. Stars are not so bright today and
haste will only worsen the matters. People
involved in speculation, chance games and
shifty markets may feel frustrated.

HLEO

You will be filled with
extraordinary self-confi-
dence today. You will be
able to take firm decisions when it comes
to work related issues. You will not face
any difficulties in completing your tasks
today, and will achieve success. You need
to guard against getting into any con-
frontations with your father or other eld-
ers, says Ganesha.

ing about female empowerment
and about having played a char-
acter who'’s standing up for herself,
who’s fighting for herself, and
then this happened. I was so
shaken because I'm just like, it’s
such a large conversation.”

She also said, “How do we get to

privy to that mindset as
well. So attacking that, get-
ting to the root of that, and
just... I have a lot to say. I
could go on.”

On the work front,
Malavika is recently
seen in Tamil epic ac-
tion-thriller
Thangalaan.

AGENCIES

-

Actress Kangana
Ranaut, who is busy pro-

Mumbai: Model-turned-ac-
tress Lisa Ray, who received
much love for her appearance
in the popular 1996 song Afreen
Afreen, composed by Nusrat
Fateh Ali Khan and penned by
Javed Akhtar, said she gets a bit
prickly as people still identify
her with the song that dropped
28 years ago.

Talking with an entertain-
ment portal, she shared, “I was
walking on (during a recent
fashion show) on Afreen Afreen.
That is a song, I have a com-
plicated relationship with be-
cause it, in a sense, elevated

Lisa on
Impact of
y Afreen Afreen

Power.

time someone calls her the
Afreen Afreen girl, she said,
“I've grown immensely from
the young girl who once §
walked the sands of Jodhpur
to the woman I am now. I've
achieved so much, with
arich body of work and @&
life experience behind %
me. So, when peo- Sl
ple only associ- e il

ate me with (s ]
Afreen Afreen, I ﬁ
understand why; |

but it can be |
frustrating. I ’

want to be rec-

H VIRGO moting her upcoming film my career at that time butalso  ognized for who
Emergency, talked about her career it is a song, 25-26 years after I am today—a
Ganeshasays don'tlet set- $ and films in the latest episode of we filmed the video, still confident 52- |
backs cow you down today Fgglr, ™% b th : h » DL 1 ‘
as you will emerge stronger The Bombay Journey wit When Inasensehauntsme.”  year-o |
from each one of them. It will be your Mashable India. The Queen ac- the host asked Explaininghow woman, com- |
logic and reasoning abilities that will aid tress said that she considers that  about her stance on she gets trig-  fortable in her /
you in gaining the perfection in complet- the industry is a ‘hopeless place’ boycotting B-town, gered own skin.”
ing your work. You may look forward to which thrives on people whogot Kangana said, “Bollywood EVery  AGENCIES
spending the evening with your beloved it is. h v > N iti P
} or a special friend. You will be engrossed ILeasy. ) 1s, honestly 1 am sayIng, 1t 1 a very 7
in an animated conversation. During the conversation, hopeless place. Nothing will hap- ~
she said, “Only afew people  pen with them. They are jealous star

"""""""""""""""""""" have a problem with me oth-  of talent. If they see someonetal- inseveral
HLIBRA r ‘ ! g erwise if youseeme,Iwon ented they go after them to de- filmslike Woh
.. an election and the kind stroy their career. Horrible PR is
Ganeshasaysthatany 4 \SA ~ of lovethatIreceivefrom written on them and they are boy-

pending legal issues will be

Lamhe, Once Upon

A Time In Mumbaai,

Double Dhamaal, -
Queen and Tanu / .
Weds Manu Returns.

sorted out today either in % * the industry, proves my cotted from the industry.”
court or through an out of court settle- point. So the problem is Kangana, who made her acting
ment. Your workload will get eased today ¢ me or with them?” debut with Gangster, and went on
and you will be able to find your way out o AGENCIES
from certain problematic situations. i
Ganesha showers you with his blessings
[ | SCORP'O I PEAN UTS pu t To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
\{%Lé %i':fggtflz?]?g fgﬂ:ﬁ ® C ROSSWO R D the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
Right fro_m being punctgal
workoudokal Al nalsousetan FOUR TIMES FOR FORTHFOR || 7 15NT? weLL, T 916 315|121
ideal example for the people around you, 1I\I5 FORTY-FOUR! TIMES FORggéFSUR WAS EUN TO sAY'!
says Ganesha. i !?OFR %I:]‘I’R-FOURT‘ ‘_7_____ 1

Il SAGITTARIUS [
Take it as a piece of advice: -
tough times don't last;
tough people do. The day -
has a lot of ups and downs in store for
you. However, you are the sailor of stormy
seas and would sail through all the trou-
bles easily. Take the advice given by your

near and dear ones, says Ganesha.

H CAPRICORN
It has become difficult for SEE, I'LL PUT ON MY
you to bear the heavy ROLLER SKATES AND TIE

weight of responsibilities on ’

your shoulders. But, be prepared for
some more; the weight is about to get
heavier as more responsibilities are going
to be added. You will no longer enjoy the
work, and it will bring down your efficien-

T

A ROPE FROM THE CAR
BUMPER TO MY WAIST, THEN
WHEN T GIVE YU THE HIGH
FIVE, You PATCH OUT WHILE
I RIDE BEHIND AT 55 MRH!

cy level to an extent, feels Ganesha. - ()
....................................... S M g
. AQUARIUS l\ Copyright ©2024 PuzzleJunction.com ;
:‘;b‘v;"f%r;egﬁie"]?oigi’“sgo"d Across 21 Pinnacle 6 Sociable %
Shorestoday;hedgywm 7 Logic puzzle 23 Rare 12 Prosecutor's (@)
bring on a positive note and it will 8 Rain cloud 24 Lacking grey need oc
remain like that for the whole twenty- 9 Milk I 14 King Arthur’ (@)
four hours. You'll be in a mood to merry Ik type cells ing Arthur’s Jr— a3
and it will be transformed to everyone 10 Hardy range domain
around you, says Ganesha. horse Down 16 Re]igious 3lelalsl1lzl7]4l5
....................................... HE SAYS HE WANTS 11 Marsh 1 Gambler’s residence slal1l7l4]lslzlz2]9
movetowards thelr gaals il 15 Crisp 3 Increase slippers = glzlzl5l7[1]ls|a]=2] ©
do well today. Itis a good day 17 Refuse 4 Uneasy feeling 22 Clio or é slal7lelzlel 513
for business. You will be able to do a lot of JRIE : 1l
new tings nyour job-business tocay, 20 Gourmet 5 Collide with Calliope, e.g. a 71s5lel1lelalelalz]
} With Ganesha's blessings you will definite- (:,)) alalalz2lsl7zls]lsl1 ]
ly succeed, but you need to work hard
without getting disappointed. i CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW — 911]2]6]3]5§417]8
oo o© oo © oo o©
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PNN & AGENCIES

Cuttack, August 28: The
Supreme Court-appointed Special
Investigation Team (SIT) on
black money is most likely to
submit its ninth interim report
to the apex court within a month,
official sources said, Wednesday.
After holding a meeting with
various stakeholders, including
ED director Rahul Navin, Central
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)
chairman Ravi Agrawal, and sen-
ior officials from state Vigilance,
Customs, and Excise here, SIT
vice-chairman Justice (Retd) Arijit
Pasayat indicated that the team
is expected to submit its ninth in-
terim report to the Supreme Court
within a fortnight to a month.
Highlighting the need regu-
late online gambling and rising
narcotic trade, Justice Pasayat
asked anti-corruption probe
agencies to coordinate with
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
and Income Tax (I-T) depart-

HC commutes death

SIT vice-chairman
Justice (Retd) Arijit
Pasayat asks
anti-corruption probe
agencies to coordinate
with ED and I-T dept
for better results

ment for better results.

“We have consistently argued
that corruption should not be
limited to the Prevention of
Corruption Act alone. It must
also be addressed under I-T laws
and the Money Laundering Act,
as black money represents undis-
closed income,” Justice Pasayat
said, adding that the SIT has
been advising anti-corruption
agencies to coordinate closely
with the ED and I-T authorities.

“If agencies suspect that in-
formation might be leaked before
raids, they should promptly

downtown

Black money:; SIT likely to submit Oppn wants resolution for quota beyond 50%:
9th interim report within a month

share their findings with the
ED and I-T authorities after
raids. This will ensure a coor-
dinated approach to combat cor-
ruption and detect black money;”
Pasayat explained.

The SIT vice-chairman
stressed the urgency of infor-
mation sharing to aid in prose-
cuting corrupt individuals.

“Everyone at today’s meeting
agreed on the need for proper co-
ordination, which will send a
strong message that corruption
will not be tolerated,” he added.

Justice Pasayat also expressed
concern about GST evasion,
which involves substantial
amounts of money and con-
tributes to the country’s black
money problem. He cited a recent
instance in Bhubaneswar, where
over 50 kg of gold and 200 kg sil-
ver were recovered.

Regarding online gambling,
Justice Pasayat warned of its
dangerous trend, particularly
among youth.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, August 28:
Accusing the BJP of changing its
attitude towards the tribals, Dalits
and OBCs after coming to power
in the state, Opposition Congress
and BJD Wednesday called for a
resolution in the Assembly to
increase the reservation cap be-
yond the current 50 per cent.

The discussion focused on al-
legations that reservation for
STs, SCs, and OBCs in technical
and medical institutions are dis-
proportionately low compared to
their population.

Currently, Odisha reserves
22.50 per cent for STs, 16.25 per
cent for SCs, and 11.25 per cent
for OBCs in government jobs.

Congress Legislature Party
(CLP) leader Rama Chandra
Kadam initiated the debate, crit-
icising the BJP for what he de-
scribed as a shift in attitude to-
wards these communities after
coming to power in Odisha.

He argued that despite the 50 per
cent reservation limit imposed
by courts, the state government
could still push for a constitu-
tional amendment to raise the
quota limit. Kadam cited Tamil

‘No announcement on free electricity’

here has been no announcement on giving free electricity up to 300 units in the state,

Deputy Chief Minister KV Singh Deo told the Assembly. The clarification of Singh Deo,
who is also the Energy minister, came amid demand for free electricity up to 300 units. In
some parts of Bargarh, deliberate misinformation is being spread and electricity con-
sumer meters are being removed, he said. “It is not only illegal, but also highly unsafe for
public at large. Only trained and qualified technicians are authorised to handle installation
or removal of electricity meters. If any untoward incident takes place in such areas due to
unauthorised removal of the meters, the distribution company will not be held responsi-
ble,” he said. “The correct position is that availing up to 300 units of electricity by way of
installing rooftop solar plant under PM Suryaghar Muft Bijlee Yojna is a part of a new

Government of India scheme,” he added. p1i

Nadu and Maharashtra as ex-
amples where reservation rules
have been adjusted to better reflect
the demographic realities. Kadam
said while the population of STs
and SCs is above 38 per cent in
Odisha, they get reservation of
only 20 per cent.

He highlighted the discrep-
ancy in reservation for OBCs,
noting that while they make up
more than 54 per cent of the
population, they receive only
11.25 per cent reservation in gov-
ernment jobs and none in med-
ical and engineering colleges.

Kadam expressed support for
increasing the reservation cap
and criticised the state’s cur-
rent leadership for neglecting

these issues.

Though normalcy returned
to the House with smooth con-
duct of Question Hour and Zero
Hour, the Opposition members
walked out expressing their dis-
pleasure over the ST & SC
Development, Minorities &
Backward Classes Welfare
Minister Nityananda Gond’s
reply to the debate.

The CLP leader said his party
will support the state government
if it brings a resolution to take
quota beyond 50 per cent in Odisha.
“Though the state has got a tribal
as the CM, it appears that he has
no such concern for people of his
community The BJP has changed
its attitude towards the ST, SC

©
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and OBCs after coming to power,”
the Congress leader alleged.

BJD leader and former min-
ister Arun Kumar Sahoo echoed
Kadam’s sentiments, pledging
support for a resolution to exceed
the 50 per cent cap if proposed
by the government.

“While the chief minister has
been demanding quota for Gujar
community in Jammu and
Kashmir, he has no concern for
the SC, ST and OBCs in Odisha,”
Sahoo alleged, adding that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
been claiming to be a member of
the OBC, but his party has been
neglecting the community here
in the state. Sahoo along with
Kadam demanded postponement
of the MBBS admission which
is scheduled to begin August 29.

BJD’s Ramesh Chandra
Behera and Dhruba Sahu also
blamed the state’s BJP govern-
ment for neglecting the ST, SC
and OBCs. Replying to the debate,
Gond said the BJP is more con-
cerned for the ST, SC and OBCs
than the Opposition parties.

“What the BJD and Congress
were doing when they were in
power. They are shedding croc-
odile tears,” the minister said.

) MINISTRY OF FINANCE

penalty of convict

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 28:
The Orissa High Court
Wednesday commuted the
death sentence, awarded by
a trial court to a man for
killing three members of a
family in Sambalpur in 2020,

. tolife imprisonment.

7~ According to the prosecu-
tion, Nabin Dehury, along
with his son Hemananda
Dehury, axed to
death Giridhari %
Sahu, Pirobati
Behera and Sabitri
Sahu at Lapada | :
under Mahulpalipo-  £4
lice limits of |
Sambalpur at @
around 2:30 pm X
October 21,2020 over #£2%
property dispute.

Soon after, Nabin and his
son were arrested and were
charge-sheeted under

¥Sections 302 and 34 of the

/ IPC. While Nabin was ac-
cused of committing the
murders, Hemananda was
accused of aiding his father
in the gruesome act.

The trial court awarded
death to Nabin and life im-
prisonment to Hemananda.

As per the provision under
Section 366 of CrPC, the trial
court referred the matter to
the HC for confirmation of
the death penalty.

Meanwhile, Nabin filed a
jail criminal appeal and
Hemananda filed a crimi-
nal appeal challenging their
convictions. It was argued on
behalf of Hemananda that
he was not involved in the
commission of the murder.
Also, as per the testimony of
the eyewitnesses, he merely
restricted Sabitri while she
was proceeding to rescue
her mother - Pirobati. The
HC, however, was of the opin-
ion that the act of

Minor victim of sexual assault should
not be repeatedly called to testify: SC

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, August 28: The
Supreme Court has stressed
that a minor victim of sex-
ual assault should not be re-
peatedly called to testify be-
fore the trial court.

A bench, headed by Justice
Sudhanshu Dhulia, said that
the child who has suffered a
traumatic experience of sex-
ual offence should not be
called time and again to tes-
tify about the same incident.

The court was hearing a
plea challenging the orders
of the Orissa High Court
and the Additional Sessions
Judge-cum-Special Court
under the POCSO Act,
Nayagarh, which denied re-
calling a minor victim for
re-examination as a witness.

It was alleged that the ac-
cused kidnapped the minor
girl, married her at a temple,
and forced her to make sexual
relations. Later, the victim
was rescued by her parents.

Hemananda contributed to
the culpable act of Nabin.

Consequently, the HC found
both the father-son duo guilty
for offence under Section 302
and 34 of IPC and upheld the
life imprisonment imposed
upon Hemananda.

After upholding the guilt
of Nabin, the HC discussed
the justifiability of the ex-
treme sentence of death im-
posed upon him by the trial
court. It lamented
that the trial court
“ did not consider
« mitigating circum-
stances while sen-
tencing Nabin.

During the course
! of argument, the HC
directed the Senior
: Superintendent of

Circle Jail to collect
all relevant information re-
garding the past life, psy-
chological condition and post-
conviction conduct of Nabin.

In response, the Senior
Superintendent of Circle Jail
submitted a report which sug-
gested that Nabin had good re-
lations with the co-villagers
and his post-conviction con-
duct was also satisfactory.

It, however, came to light
that due to the longstand-
ing property dispute between
the two families, Nabin used
to remain ‘upset’ and was
also taking medications for
combating the trauma. “In
view of the foregoing dis-
cussions and giving our anx-
ious consideration to the
facts and circumstances of
the case and striking a bal-
ance between the aggravat-
ing and mitigating circum-
stances in the case, we are of
the humble view that death
penalty would be dispro-
portionate, unwarranted
and life imprisonment would
be a more appropriate sen-
tence,” it held.

Police booked the accused in
2020 under relevant sections
of IPC, POCSO Act, and
Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act.

In the course of trial, the
special court rejected the
application moved by the
accused for recalling the vic-
tim for re-examination as
witness. The trial court re-
lied upon Section 33(5) of
the POCSO Act mandating
that a child will not be called
in the court to testify.

Upholding the decision, the
SCsaid, “POCSO Actis a spe-
ciallegislation, which was en-
acted to protect children from
sexual offences and for safe-
guarding their interests and en-
suring the well-being of the
child at every stage of trial of
offences under the Act. A bare
perusal of Section 33(5) of the
Act indicates that a duty is
cast upon the special court to
ensure that a child is not re-
peatedly called to give his/her
testimony before the court.”
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Beststate award to Odisha
for road safety initiatives

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari says that Odisha’s efforts in reducing road
accidents are highly appreciated, setting a benchmark for other states

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, August 28:
Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari Wednesday awarded
Odisha as the best state in the
country for road safety initia-
tives during the sixth edition of
FICCI’s Road Safety Conclave
held in New Delhi.

Pradeep Kumar Mohanty; Joint
Transport Commissioner (Road
Safety), received the award on be-
half of the state.

While conferring the award,
Gadkari said that Odisha’s ef-
forts in reducing road accidents
have been highly appreciated,
setting a benchmark for
other states.

Gadkari acknowledged that

Ganjam ADM shifted to SJTA

Bhubaneswar: The state
government Wednesday appointed
Ganjam’s Additional District
Magistrate (ADM) Debabrara Sahoo
as Administrator (Development) of
Shree Jagannath Temple
}Administration (SJTA) in Puri.

7 This apart, Khurda Sub-Collector
Dipti Ranjan Sethi was appointed
as Deputy Administrator (Revenue)
of SJTA in addition to his duties for
smooth management of the landed
property of the deities situated in
Khurda district, according to a
notification issued by the General
Administration and Public
Grievance department.
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MaxTemp  330°C 325°C
Min Temp 249°C 240°C
Humidity 2% 8%
Rainfall 48mm  28mm
FORECAST
Generally cloudy
sky with one or two
spells of rain

CLASSIFIED

By virtue of an affidavit
vide No0.898, sworn before
the Notary, Loisingha,
Dtd.28.08.2024, I, Kousalya
Mahala, W/o.
Durgaprasad Chuhan,
R/o. Village- Bhalupali,
P.O.- Badibahal, Dist.-
Balangir (Odisha) declare
that I have changed my
name from Kousalya
Mahala to Jhasanetri
Chuhan. Henceforth I
shall be known as
Jhasanetri Chuhan for all
purposes.

driver training plays a crucial
role in enhancing road safety,
with Odisha’s ‘SuVahak’ initia-
tive receiving widespread ac-
claim from road safety experts
nationwide.

“The state has established four
SuVahak training centres, pro-
viding state-funded training for
drivers, which has become a model
for zero-accident achievements,
inspiring other states,” he said.

The Union Minister high-
lighted the Central government’s
commitment to reducing road
accidents across the country. He
urged all states to adopt mod-
ern technology to ensure trans-
parency and efficiency in these
measures. Additionally, he
stressed the importance of main-
taining proper road engineer-

ing to prevent accidents, par-
ticularly among the youth.

Representing Odisha in the
panel discussion, Mohanty de-
tailed the state’s innovative strate-
gies over the past year, including
the implementation of the
Intelligent Enforcement
Management System (IEMS)
and ‘SuVahak’ initiative.

He emphasised the pivotal
role of driver training and per-
sonality development in the
state’s road safety initiatives,
which have also created em-
ployment opportunities through
government-supported pro-
grammes.

Furthermore, Mohanty pro-
vided insights into the state’s
initiatives such as ‘Rakshak’,
‘Junior Rakshak’, and the es-
tablishment of trauma care cen-
tres, all aimed at saving lives in
road accidents.

Commenting on the presti-
gious achievement, State
Transport Commissioner
Amitabh Thakur said, “The
Commerce and Transport de-
partment, along with the State
Transport Authority, is work-
ing diligently towards reducing
road accidents.”

TPSODL holds sports
events for employees

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, August 28: In a
move to promote a sports cul-
ture and prioritise the mental
and physical well-being of its
employees, TP Southern Odisha
Distribution Limited (TPSODL)
recently organised a series of
sports events across all its oper-
ational areas in Southern Odisha.

The events, which included
badminton, table tennis, chess,
carrom, Cricket and other sports,
were held at various locations.

TPSODL CEO Amit Kumar
Garg said, “Sports is a reflec-
tion of the values we cherish.
Sports teach us discipline, per-
severance, teamwork, and the
importance of setting and achiev-
ing goals, all of which are es-
sential to our success as an
organisation.”

“At TPSODL, we have culti-

vated a robust sports culture
that goes beyond the workplace,
encouraging our employees to
lead healthier and more active
lives,” he said.

“Through the initiative ‘Be
Fit and Raise the Bar,” TPSODL
aimed to reduce stress levels,
promote relaxation, and raise
awareness among employees
about the importance of a healthy
lifestyle,” Garg added.

The sports activities were con-
ducted involving all team members
and special sessions for female
employees. In the end, prizes were
distributed among the winners.

Recently, the company or-
ganised a badminton tourna-
ment at the Sports Arena,
Berhampur from August 24 to 26.
The employees participated in the
competition with great enthu-
siasm, showcasing their sports-
manship and fitness.

ENCHANTING MOVES: Artistes perform during the 19th Guru Dakshina cultural programme organised by Kalashrama at Rabindra Mandap in Bhubaneswar,

Wednesday

ILS to implement
BioE3 policy goals

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 28:
Institute of Life Sciences (ILS)
here, recently organised a meet-
ing with the student commu-
nity to discuss the BioE3
(Biotechnology for Economy,
Environment, and
Employment) policy.

In a pivotal development,
the Union Cabinet has en-
dorsed the BioE3 policy re-
cently, with the support and
vision of the department of
Biotechnology.

ILS director Debasis Dash
said that the BioE3 policy is a
welcome initiative with far-
reaching and futuristic im-
plications. “The policy will
drive significant growth and in-
novation, creating long-term
benefits for the economy, job
creation, and environmental
sustainability,” he said.

“The policy aims to foster
innovation in crucial sectors,
generate job opportunities,
and enhance sustainability,”
he added.

Dash emphasised on the fact
that ILS will follow a struc-
tured approach to implement
the goals of the BioE3 policy
to mitigate national and global
challenges, specifically in the
area of health sciences.

55-yr-old man rapes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jajpur, August 28: A 55-year-old
man was booked for allegedly
raping a minor girl in Jajpur
district, police said Wednesday.
In her complaint, the victim’s
mother alleged that the man, a
tailor by profession, lured her 14-
year-old daughter and sexually
assaulted her on multiple occa-
sions and impregnated her.

PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

Dy CM, Guarnieri discuss

food security partnerships
F | >

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, August 28:
Assistant Executive Director for
Programme and Policy
Development at the World Food
Programme Valerie N Guarnieri
called on Deputy Chief Minister
KV Singh Deo, during her on-
going visit to the state to discuss
current and future partnerships.

WFP’s Assistant Executive
Director, based in Rome, con-
gratulated the Deputy CM on
assuming the office of Minister
of Agriculture and Farmers’
Empowerment, Energy, and mak-
ing time to engage in strategic
discussion on the common
agenda of food security and re-
ducing malnutrition.

“On behalf of WFP, I express
gratitude for the continuing part-
nership and support of the
Department of Agriculture of-
ficials for the excellent support
WEFP receives for various projects
that the WFP and the Odisha
Government are undertaking,”
Guarnieri said.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said: “We value the World Food
Programme’s technical expert-
ise and strategic alignment with

Recently, the victim’s mother
noticed that her daughter was fre-
quently falling ill following which
she took her to a local hospital,
where doctors confirmed that
she was four months pregnant,
police said.

“When I asked my daughter,
she said the man had sexually as-
saulted her multiple times over
the past few months,” the victim’s
mother said in her complaint.

Cabinet nod to 36,456cr multi-tracking

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 28: The
Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs, chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, has
approved three railway projects
with a total estimated cost of
36,456 crore, a statement from
the Ministry of Railways said
Wednesday.

According to the ministry, the
approved projects will improve
logistical efficiency by connecting
the unconnected areas, increase
the existing line capacity and
enhance the transportation net-
works, resulting in streamlined
supply chains and accelerated
economic growth.

“The new line proposals will
provide direct connectivity and
improve mobility, providing en-
hanced efficiency and service
reliability for the Indian
Railways. The multi-tracking
proposal will ease operations
and reduce congestion, provid-

ing the much-required infra-
structural development on the
busiest sections across the Indian
Railways,” the ministry said.
“The projects are in line with
PM’s vision of a New India which
will make people of the region
Atmanirbhar’ by way of com-
prehensive development in the
area which will enhance their em-
ployment/ self-employment op-
portunities,” it added.
According to the ministry; the
projects are result of PM-Gati

Shakti National Master Plan for
multi-modal connectivity which
have been possible through in-
tegrated planning and will pro-
vide seamless connectivity for
movement of people, goods and
services.

“The three projects covering
seven districts in four states in-
cluding Odisha, Jharkhand, West
Bengal and Chhattisgarh will
increase the existing network
of Indian Railways by about 300
kms,” the ministry said.

“With these projects, 14 new
stations will be constructed, pro-
viding enhanced connectivity
to two aspirational districts-
Nuapada and East Singhbum,”
it added.

Highlighting the benefits of the
new line projects, the ministry
said these will provide connec-
tivity to approximately 1,300 vil-
lages and about 11 lakh population.

The ministry also emphasised
the benefits to the freight traffic
as these are essential routes for
transportation of commodities
such as agriculture products,
fertilizer, coal, iron ore, steel,
cement and limestone.

“The capacity augmentation
works will result in additional
freight traffic of magnitude 45
MTPA (Million Tonnes Per
Annum),” the ministry said.

“The Railways being envi-
ronment-friendly and energy ef-
ficient mode of transportation
will help both in achieving cli-
mate goals and minimizing lo-

my government’s commitment
to ensuring inclusive growth
and resilience in agriculture,
which will contribute to im-
proved food security and liveli-
hoods for vulnerable commu-
nities in Odisha.”

She appreciated the state’s re-
cently developed strategy to
augment cold storage capacity
to help reduce post-harvest
losses and expressed WEFP’s
total commitment to supporting
the department on this
initiative.

Guarnieri informed the
Deputy CM that the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC),

Government of India, and WFP
in India today inked an MoU
for a regional adaptation proj-
ect called Adaptation for
Resilience, which will also be im-
plemented in the state.
Principal Secretary,
Agriculture and Farmers
Empowerment Arabinda Kumar

Padhee said the presence of

WFP and its immense contri-
bution in shaping the policy
and initiatives in the depart-
ment is praise-worthy. “We hope
for a futuristic and sacrosanct
partnership with WFP in com-
ing years in the frontier areas
of agri-food system and policy
coherence,” he expressed.

minor girl in Jajpur

When the victim’s family con-
fronted the accused on Sunday,
local sarpanch’s husband Ajit
Samal intervened and tried to set-
tle it amicably.

Taking advantage, the accused
fled the village following which
the victim’s family approached
Dasarathapur police station,
where a formal complaint was
lodged Wednesday.

Dasarathapur police station

gistics cost of the country, re-
duce oil import (10 crore litres)
and lower CO2 emissions (240

IIC Dwarikanath Behera said
the accused raped the minor on
multiple occasions. “The victim
is pregnant. She didn’t share
anything with her parents due
to fear,” he said.

A case has been filed under rel-
evant sections of BNS and
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.
Efforts are on to nab the accused,
he said.

project, 2 new lines

crore kg) which is equivalent to
plantation of 9.7 crore trees,”
it added.

CM, Pradhan thank Modi, Vaishnaw

Bhubaneswar: Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi
Wednesday thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw for sanctioning two
new railway lines for the state.
“Under the guidance of the
Prime Minister, the dream of
Odisha is being fulfilled today
through the development of
Odisha’s railway infrastruc-
ture. The project will signifi-
cantly contribute to Odisha’s
transport, tourism and busi-
ness growth and further ac-
celerate the economic progress
of the state,” Majhi said.
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, also

from Odisha, extended his
thanks to both leaders for ap-
proving the Bargarh Road-
Nuapada Road New Line and
the Sardega-Valumunda New
Double Line Railway Project
in the Union Cabinet meeting.

“These projects will partic-
ularly benefit the people in
Sambalpur, Bargarh, Nuapada,
Sundargarh, and surrounding
areas. The new railway lines
will improve passenger serv-
ices, transport, and business
operations. Additionally, this
development will boost tourism
in Odisha, increase the demand
for Sambalpuri weaving and
handicrafts, and strengthen the
local economy,” Pradhan said.

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-Sai Audio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-9090071530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090090404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 9938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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State

}Speed guns to curb jumbo deaths on tracks

\

. s

POST NEWS NETWORK

Dhenkanal, August 28: Even
as trains running at a high speed
in elephant corridors are prov-
ing to be a menace to the jumbo
population, the state Forest de-
partment is taking a slew of
measures, including use of speed
guns, to curb elephant deaths
on railway tracks in this dis-
trict, according to a report.

Sources said Forest depart-
ment personnel are using speed
testing guns or speed guns to
measure the speed of express,
passenger as well as freight trains
passing through elephant cor-
ridors in this district. These
guns measure the speed express
trains and goods trains and alert
the Forest personnel to take pre-
ventive measures to save the
mammals.

Speed guns are being used in
elephant infested areas under
Sadar forest range like
Sadashivpur railway station,
Hindol Road railway station,
Meramundali railway station,
its adjoining areas and the rail-
way level crossings.

Forest personnel trained for
the purpose stand by the rail-

Lightning claims
18-year-old girl

AGENCIES

Baripada/Bhubaneswar, August
28: An 18-year-old girl died
Wednesday after lightning struck
her in Mayurbhanj district, police
said.

The incident took place at
Gudipokhari village under
Baripada Sadar police station
in the afternoon when she was
working in a paddy field.

The deceased was identified as
Sumitra Murmu.

An unnatural death case was
registered
and her
body was
sent to PRM
; Medical

| College and
Hospital for
post-
mortem, a

police offi-
A cer said.

Meanwhile, the Regional
Centre of India Meteorological
Department (IMD) at
Bhubaneswar said heavy to very
heavy rainfall accompanied by

Y lightning would continue in sev-

/

eral districts in the next three
days.

The weather office also issued
an orange warning (be prepared)
for Malkangiri, Koraput,
Rayagada and Nabarangpur dis-
tricts Thursday.

It issued a yellow alert (be up-
dated) for Ganjam, Gajapati,
Kandhamal, Kalahandi, Puri,
Khurda, Nayagarh, Kendrapara,
Nuapada, Cuttack and
Jagatsinghpur as heavy rain-
fall and thunderstorms with
lightning expected in these dis-
tricts for the day.

From June 1 to August 28, the
state reported an average rain-
fall of 787.6 mm as against its nor-
mal anticipation of 884.2 mm.

During the period, Malkangiri

received excessive downpours,
while 19 districts recorded nor-
mal rainfall and the remaining
10 were in the deficient category:.

Based on the outcome of
the speed guns, Forest
department issues a
caution notice to the
railway department every
evening urging them to
slow down the speed of
the trains passing through

elephant corridors

way tracks pointing the guns
towards the moving trains, fac-
ing the same direction. This

helps in measuring the speed of
the train and take preventive
steps against any casualties.

Elephants, in herds, frequently
cross the railway tracks under
Sadar forest range during day
and night. However, trains mov-
ing at great speed results in the
death of the trunked animals
on the railway tracks.

Reports said three elephants
were run over by speeding trains
during last five years. However,
use of speed guns has resulted
in change in the situation as the
speed of the trains has been
brought under control. Trains are

often seen stopping on the rail-
way tracks and waiting till the
herd crosses the track.

Forest department serves a
caution notice to the railway de-
partment every evening urging
them to slow down the speed of
the trains moving on the rail-
way tracks in elephant corri-
dors. The speed of the trains is
kept within 30-50 km per hour. In
case of any aberration, the mat-
ter is taken up in coordination
committee meeting with the rail-
way department.

When contacted, Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO) Sumit
Kumar Kar of Dhenkanal
Wildlife Division said that the
speed guns are being used dur-
ing the movement of elephants
by the rail tracks for the last
few days. This helps the forest
personnel to send a caution no-
tice to the railway department
urging them to slow down the
speed of the trains, he said.

However, if the train moves
more than the prescribed speed
limit, then the matter is taken up
with the railway authorities dur-
ing the coordination committee
meeting of the two departments,
the DFO added.

Man gets life term
for mom’s murder

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kodala, August 28: A local
court here in Ganjam district
Tuesday convicted a man of mur-
dering his mother and sentenced
him to life imprisonment.

The convict, identified as
Sanyasi Polai, is a native of
Banapalli village under
Kabisuryanagar police limits
in the district. Additional district
judge Biswaranjan Behera also
slapped a penalty of ¥20,000 on
him. In default, he has to un-
dergo an additional six months
imprisonment.

The judge passed the order
after examining the statements
of 14 witnesses and the police
chargesheet in the case.

According to the case diary,
Sanyasi had a fight with his
mother Saraswati Polai over
some issue at the midnight of
January 19, 2021. Later, he flew
into rage and hit his mother with
a steel bar, leading to her death.
Hearing her screams, her hus-
band Pana Polai rushed to her
room but found his wife dead
and son absconding. He lodged
a complaint with Kabisuryanagar
police who registered a case and
arrested the Killer son.

Sambalpur, Wednesday
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FARM WORK: A farmer applying pesticides to his cultivated crops on his farmland following pest attacks due to continuous rainfall near Sarla Square in

OP PHOTO

323 crore DMF bost to

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, August 28: Rourkela
Government Hospital (RGH) has
received more than 23 crore
from the District Mineral
Foundation (DMF) fund for var-
ious developmental projects dur-
ing the last five years, according
to sources.

The district administration
has utilised the fund under sev-
eral heads like salaries of para-
medical staffers and doctors,
and purchase of equipment and
machines.

Sources said %5.23 crore of
DMF fund was provided for
the benefit of hemoglo-
binopathy patients in 2018-19.
Similarly, ¥32.24 lakh was pro-
vided for installation of an ul-
trasound machine at RGH dur-
ing the same period.

In 2019-20, %6.20 lakh was spent
on two battery operated vehi-
cles while ¥2.37 lakh was drawn
from DMF to meet the salary ex-
penses of those working under
Nirmala Yojana. In the same
year, RGH got a pair of DG sets
at a cost of 25.89 lakh and
%27.74 lakh for installation of
high mast lights at the health-
care facility.

In 2020-21, RGH received 2.63

REPRESENTATIVE PICTURE

crore for operationalisation of
dialysis and city scan units on
PPP mode. At the same time,
%45.50 lakh was provided from
the mineral fund for laying
oxygen pipeline.
Ophthalmology department
received %3.94 crore while % 63.60

RGH in 5 years

DG sets for OPD and IPD.

In 2022-23, 348 lakh was sanc-
tioned for payment to a pri-
vate hospital where critically-
ill paediatric patients were
being referred. Similarly, 1.20
crore DMF fund was spent on
OT modernisation and pur-
chase of machines.

In 2023-24, 34.64 crore was
spent on city scan. Latest data
shows, between August 23 and
March 24, 2.87 lakh was paid
towards salaries of doctors and
%1.62 lakh towards remunera-
tion of paramedical staffers.

Ve

George stages dharna .
on Bisra-Jareikela road

RAJESH MOHANTY, OP

Rourkela, August 28: Former
Biramitrapur MLA George
Tirkey Wednesday staged a
dharna on Bisra-Jareikela road
protesting the bad condition of
the road and apathy of the ad-
ministration in resolving the
issue.

Bisra-Jareikela road is part
of the NH 320 D and it connects
Rourkela to Jharkhand via Bisra.

Tirkey, who is now in BJD,
along with his large number of
supporters, began the road block-
ade at 8am which continued till
1:30pm. The demonstration was
held at the crucial intersection
of the road - Bandhamunda-
Khukuda Gate.

Tirkey sat on dharna and held
his ground till the representatives
of Rourkela sub-collector, the
tehsildar, Bisra BDO and other
officials came and interacted
with him.

Tirkey said he has four major
demands which the adminis-
tration has assured him to look
into. “I want completion of the
road work at the earliest and
the same be made commutable
for the users. Using the road is
a nightmare here and the ad-
ministration does not care a fig
for the hardship of the com-

muters,” said.

His second demand is com-
pletion of the railway overbridge
near Khukuda Gate. “This is a
very important intersection and
the Railways never bothered to
complete it,” he maintained.

Regarding land acquisition
hurdles, Tirkey said, “Iurge the
administration to listen to the
land owners. There are only six
land owners and of them two
have already agreed. However, the
administration is completely ig-
noring them. Speak to them and
complete everything including
their compensation.”

His last demand was the con-
struction of an underpass near
Bartoli that would help ease
the traffic congestion near
Kukuda Gate.

“My future course of action
will depend on the steps taken
by the administration,” said
Tirkey.

Notably, the 31.02-km stretch
of theroad is in really bad shape.
Since a large number of people
hailing from Jareikela, Bisra
and Bandhamunda areas use
this route to visit Rourkela, it
needs immediate restoration.
This is part of the NH 320D
which is now almost defunct as
this is supposed to pass right
through the steel city.
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DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
Office of the Engineer-In-Chief, Water R

ha Sa

n, Bhubaneswar

cwr.od@gmail.com

doct

ts in the Portal

e-Procurement No ation No. - CEM/MDC-0

1_|Name of the work : IMechanical Gate Works

2 |No. of Works : 101 (Cne)

3 |Category of executors :|SSI Units registered under DIC/
NSIC/MSME for Irrigation Shutters /
Hydro mechanical gates

|4 |Bid |dentification No. :|CEM /MDC - 01/2024-25

5 |Estimated Cost : |Rs. 25.33,290.00

6 _|Period of Completion : 103 (Three) calendar months

7 |Date & time of availability of bid |: [From dt.31.08.2024 (10.00 AM) to

dt.12.09.2024 (5.30 PM)

In the Portal

8 |Last date / time for receipt of bid

~[dt.12.09.2024 (up to 5.30 PM)

9 |Date and place of opening of Bid |:

dt.13.09.2024 (12.00 Noon
onwards in the O/o the
undersigned)

10|Name of the Officer inviting bid

: |Chief Engineer, Machanical,
Ofo the E.|.C, Water Resources,
QOdisha, Bhubaneswar

Any

OIPR-32520/11/0002/2425

Further details can be seen from
il further
Cancellation Notice shall be uploaded in the aforesaid website only.

Olo - Engi

the e-procurement portal hitps://
issue of Addenda/Corrigenda/

Sd./- Chief Engineer, Machanical
In-Chief, Secha Sadan, Bhub

lakh was allocated for medicine
and orthopaedic implants dur-
ing 2021-22. Likewise, %17.751akh
was granted for procurement of

Green hero Swarit plants 130 saplings on 13th birthday

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sundargarh, August 28: In a
heartwarming celebration of na-
ture and community, the “Green
Memory” campaign, a unique ini-
tiative started by veteran Social
Worker Digambar Upadhyay and
promoted by NGO-SEWAK, reached
anew milestone with the creation
of a Memory Garden in
Gambharidihi-Badbahalpada,
under Tangarpali block.

The campaign that started last
year has been rapidly gaining pop-
ularity, with the goal of com-
memorating significant days in a
person’s life by planting saplings
and ensuring their lifelong care.

On the occasion of his 13th birth-
day, Swarit Upadhyay, a meritori-
ous student from Sundargarh and
an India Book of Records achiever,
took a significant step towards en-
vironmental conservation by plant-
ing 130 trees. His actions sent a
powerful message of environmental
awareness from Jhurimal village
in Lephripara block, inspiring
many to follow his footsteps.

} Swarit, who has shown a deep in-
terest in forests and the environ-
ment since childhood, has won nu-

merous state and national-level
competitions. His father, veteran
social worker Digambar Upadhyay,
initiated the “Green Memory” or
“Sabuja Smruti” campaign last
year, beginning with Swarit’s birth-
day. The campaign has since blos-
somed into a movement, encour-
aging people to plant trees on
various memorable occasions.
Today, a new Memory Garden
was inaugurated on three acres
of land in Gambharidihi-
Badbahalpada as part of this cam-
paign. Ujalpur Forest Division
Officer Debadutta Nanda, who in-

augurated the garden, emphasised
the enduring friendship between
humans and trees, urging everyone
to actively participate in tree plan-
tation activities.

Attending the event as the guest
of honour, Forest Guard
Dolagobinda Panigrahi encour-
aged people to plant trees during
festivals, birthdays, weddings, an-
niversaries, and other significant
moments in life. He highlighted
the importance of treating plan-
tation as a lifelong commitment.

On this special occasion, Swarit,
with the support of his family and

members of the Gambharidihi-
Badbahalpada Van Surakhya
Samiti (VSS), planted 130 trees,
including species like peepal, agasti,
neem, simakayyan, aamda, mango,
harida, elephant apple, black
berries, bahada, arjuna, wood
apple, wild mango and gulmohar
. Swarit took a pledge to protect
these trees for life, setting an in-
spiring example for the community.

Senior member Niranjan Majhi
of Badbahalpada VSS announced
that this Memory Garden, devel-
oped with the support of SEWAK,
is open to all local residents who
wish to commemorate their fam-
ily’s special days by planting
saplings. The VSS will ensure the
protection and care of these trees,
making the garden a lasting legacy
for future generations.

Since its inception, the “Green
Memory” campaign has success-
fully planted 12,312 saplings, with
plans to plant over 50,000 trees this
year. According to Upadhyay, “This
initiative continues to grow, fos-
tering a deep connection between
the community and the environ-
ment, and ensuring that each sapling
planted stands as a living memory
of life’s most significant moments.”

A TR Government of India
e R e fos Brcconig.
(!ﬂ—ﬁ'ﬂ) &3 Accelera:zdp?crg;:rate Exlt
.S 1T, 'a"'?"'aﬂ wfvre, 1ICA Building, 7th Floor,
we P-6,7,8, §.-5, Plot P- 6, 7, 8, Sector-5,
.09, &Y. AHER IMT Manesar,

e, - 122050
Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in

Gurgaon, Haryana - 122050
Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in

(1) In the matter of striking off or removal of names of (3) companies in the state of Odisha
under section 248 of the Companies Act, 2013 in respect of:

5. No. | Work Item
1 AA9560933

Form No.STK -6

PUBLIC NOTICE
[Pursuant to sub-section (2) and sub-section (4) of section 248 of the Companies Act, 2013 and rule 7
of the Companies (Removal of Names of Companies from the Register of Companies) Rules, 2016]

Public Notice: ROC/C-PACE/STK-2/248(2)/2024-25/759

Reference:

CIN

U620990D2023PTC042852 . GINITECH ECHOHUB PRIVATE LIMITED

Date: 13/08/2024

Company Name I

2 AA9618542

U851100R2021PTC0O35852

MANULIA PRIVATE LIMITED

3 AA9581887 | U401090R

2006PLC0O08650

ORISSA CENTRAL ELECTRICITY DISTRUCTION CO

LTD

(2) Notice is hereby given that the Registrar of Companies had received applications from the above-
mentioned companies under section 248(2) of the Companies Act, 2013 for removal of its/their name(s) from
the register of companies either on the ground that they have failed to commence business within one year of
their incorporation or on the ground that the company(ies) is/are not carrying on any business or operation
for a period of two immediately preceding financial years and has/have not made any application(s) within
such period for obtaining the status of a dormant company under section 455 of the Companies Act, 2013
or the company(ies) have obtained the status of dormant company/subscribers to the memorandum have
not paid the subscription which they have undertaken to pay at the time of incorporation of a company and
a declaration to this effect has not been filed within one hundred and eighty days of its incorporation under
subsection (1) of section 10A/have not been carrying on any business or operations, as revealed after the
physical verification carried out under sub-section (9) of section 12, but it/they do not wish to continue its/
their registration as companies and have, therefore, requested for removal/strike off of its/their names from

the register of companies.

(3) Accordingly, the Registrar of Companies proposes to remove or strike off the names of the above-

mentioned companies from the Register of Companies.

(4) Any Person objecting to the proposed removal or striking off name of the companies from the register of
companies may send his or her objection to the office address mentioned here above within thirty days from

the date of publication of this notice.

CBC 07123/11/0376/2425

Centre for Processing Accelerated Corporate Exit

Harihara Sahoo
Registrar
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b ‘ Knowledge gropes but meets not

Wisdom’s face
SRI AUROBINDO

The Beauty Curse

tim to their own blessings. Economists have long known that re-

source-rich countries can get stuck in cycles of slow economic
growth, intense environmental degradation, and weak democratic in-
stitutions. But places endowed with a unique artistic and architectural
heritage also can suffer from this “resource curse.” Breathtaking mon-
uments from a storied past can generate economic rents and sectoral
distortions not unlike those created by large reserves of fossil fuels and
precious minerals.

Venice is a case in point. Plagued with fast-paced, cheap tourism, it
increasingly suffers from a “beauty curse.” The city's recent decision
to charge an entry fee ($5.45) for day trippers merely confirms the
larger problem: Venice is on its way to becoming an open-air museum
—a cultural mausoleum.

Natural resources and architectural beauty are not as dissimilar as
they may seem. Both are scarce and geographically concentrated. In
the case of Venice, the city is an extraordinary architectural master-
piece; even its smallest buildings may contain works by some of the
world’s greatest artists — from Giorgione and Titian to Tintoretto and
Veronese. That is why UNESCO’s World
Heritage designation for Venice comprises
the city in its entirety, rather than select
buildings or neighbourhoods.

But such immense architectural and
cultural wealth can create an economic trap.
When just a few lucrative extractive in-
dustries attract most of the human and fi-
nancial capital in an economy, they can
crowd out investment in other sectors,
ultimately preventing sectoral diversifi-
cation and impairing overall competi-
tiveness. This dynamic is known as “Dutch
Disease,” because it is precisely what hap-
pened in the Netherlands following its
discovery of alarge natural-gas field in the
late 1950s.

In Venice, the high demand for tourist-
related services that guarantee large

C ountries with great wealth or natural abundance often fall vic-

Campanella

Artistic beauty, like
natural resources,

orvices for reskdents, Aca result.the nie stiouldbe a
toric city is becominé increasinély unin- _bIessmg. But
habitable. Its population has fallen from without proper
150,000 in the 1960s to around 50,000 today;,
and neighbourhoods with fewer tourist mana‘gemen_t _a‘nd
attractions already look like ghost towns. an ambitious
. Buildings are abandoned, streets are empty; Strategy looks
)~ and grocery shops are almost nonexist- ! .
ent. The only sparks of real life are the can kill

few traditional bars (“bacari”) that remain
operational. University students animate
an otherwise sleepy nightlife, and the few cultural events target tourists,
whose number keeps rising.

Two decades ago, Venice had a little more than two million overnight
visitors per year; by 2022, that figure had reached 3.2 million, and the
number of day trippers was around 30 million. Unsurprisingly, the few
Venetians left are directly or indirectly employed in the tourism sec-
tor, resulting in economic desertification of the rest of the city. With
traditional industries like chemicals and steel disappearing, Italy’s de-
velopment ministry has declared the situation in Venice and its envi-
rons an industrial crisis.

To be sure, the beauty curse is not exclusive to Venice. There are many
small villages and towns around the world whose economies have
been completely captured by tourism. In large and well-developed
cities such as Barcelona or Rome, mass tourism is increasingly a

’ threat to the quality of life of their inhabitants. Nonetheless, the scale
of the problem in Venice is astonishing. This is not some small medieval
village whose only future lies in capitalising on its past. Venice is a large
European city that could aspire to be something different. Once the seat
of a prosperous empire, it was a bridge between the West and the East
for centuries. Even if daily life in a city on the water is not easy, Venice
has always managed it.

The entry fee, which was introduced as a pilot programme between
April and mid-July; is expected to be reintroduced in 2025 on a permanent
basis and possibly doubled. But it is unlikely to dissuade fast-paced tourism.
Though it will help to absorb some of the costs that tourism generates
(such as for waste collection and disposal), it will not reverse the city’s
decline. After all, most of its other civic initiatives are focused on the
threat of sea-level rise. As necessary as these efforts are, they will
only preserve the existing architectural beauty, rather than doing any-
thing to revitalise the city. The palaces will still become museums, be-
cause nobody wants to live in them.

The situation demands a comprehensive, long-term strategy to re-
populate the Laguna Veneta. By attracting talent from around the
world, Venice could transform itself into a flourishing, dynamic global
cultural and commercial center once again. It could rediscover the in-
genuity, inventiveness, and industriousness that made it so great in the
past. The goal should be not merely to preserve and exploit its artistic
and cultural heritage, but to expand it. That means going beyond the
extractive approach that is slowly bleeding the city dry.

Artistic beauty, like natural resources, should be a blessing. But
without proper management and an ambitious strategy, looks can kill.

The writer is a Senior Fellow at the Mossavar-Rahmani
Center for Business and Government at the Harvard Kennedy
School.
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WISDOM CORNER
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The tree which moves some to tears of joy is in the eyes of others
only a green thing that stands in the way. Some see nature all
ridicule and deformity... and some scarce see nature at all. But to

the eyes of the man of imagination, nature is imagination itself
WILLIAM BLAKE

Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul - and sings
the tunes without the words - and never stops at all

bb
bb

EMILY DICKINSON

Your ordinary acts of love and hope point to the extraordinary
promise that every human life is of inestimable value

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

B 1756: The Seven Years' War—a conflict that arose from the Austrian
Habsburgs' attempt to win back Silesia, which had been taken from them by
Frederick Il of Prussia during the War of the Austrian Succession—began.

DESMOND TUTU

M 1842: china signed the Treaty of Nanjing, providing for the cession of Hong
Kong to Great Britain, the opening of five treaty ports, the rights of British
nationals accused of criminal acts in China to be tried in British courts, and
a limitation on duties on imports and exports.

M 1893: American businessman and inventor Whitcomb L. Judson was granted
a U.S. patent for a “clasp locker,” which evolved into the modern zipper.

~  1949: The Soviet Union tested its first atomic bomb (known in the West as
M Joe-1); it was a direct copy of the Fat Man bomb used by the U.S. military on
Nagasaki during World War I1.

FOCUS SOCIETY

GANDHI & PVT PROPERTY

DV Ramana

THOUGH
GANDHI
STRESSED THE
RELEVANCE OF
THE SOCIETAL
USE OF PRIVATE
PROPERTY, HE
WAS AGAINST
THE
ACQUISITION OF
PROPERTY BY
THE STATE

ndian courts have been de-
liberating on the definition
and scope of private prop-
erty for more than forty
years. One of the cases pending
for decades before the Supreme
Court (SC) pertains to private
property. The issue is to deter-
mine whether “private prop-
erty” qualifies as “material re-
sources of the community”
under Article 39(b) of the
Constitution. The case before
the Constitution Bench involves
petitions from the Property
Owners Association (POA) and
other relevant stakeholders.
The POA argues that private
properties cannot be acquired
by the State under constitu-
tional provisions outlined in
Articles 39(b) and 39(c).

Let us revisit Article 39(b)
and 39(c) to understand the
spirit behind the long-pending
case. Article 39(b) states that it
is the responsibility of the State
to ensure that the ownership
and control of material re-
sources are so distributed as
best to serve the common good.
The main objective of the
Article is to avoid the concen-
tration of wealth and resources
in the hands of a few individ-
uals or entities, and to promote
unbiased distribution of prop-
erty for the benefit of people.
Similarly, Article 39(c) requires
the State to take steps to prevent
the concentration of wealth
and resources in the hands of
a small group.

Over the years, the courts
have witnessed diverse inter-
pretations of private property.
Justice Krishna Iyer argued
that both public and private re-
sources fall under “material re-
sources of the community” as
per Article 39(b). He stressed
that excluding private resources
from this definition would un-
dermine the Directive Principles
of State Policy.

CJI Chandrachud emphasised
that the Constitution aims for
social transformation and that
Article 39(b) should apply to
privately held property as well.

SPECTRUM NATIONAL SPORTS DAY

Beacon of unity, harmony, & change

Bhagirathi Jen

THE VALUES
INHERENT IN
SPORTS—FAIR PLAY,
RESPECT FOR
OTHERS,
TEAMWORK, AND
PERSEVERANCE—ARE
ESSENTIAL FOR
BUILDING A JUST AND
EQUITABLE SOCIETY
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s India celebrates National
ASports Day on 29 August

in honor of the legendary
Major Dhyan Chand, it’s an ideal
time to reflect on the profound
significance of sports in our so-
ciety. Sports are not just physi-
cal activities; they have the power
to shape lives and influence so-
cieties in meaningful ways.

Anthony Starr once remarked:
“Sport is imposing order on
what was chaos.” This state-
ment perfectly captures the
essence of sports as an organ-
ised pursuit that fosters disci-
pline, perseverance, and re-
silience. But beyond personal
benefits, sports also have the
ability to create social order by
bridging divides, fostering mu-
tual respect, and cultivating a
sense of belonging.

The theme for this year’s
National Sports Day, “Sport for
the Promotion of Peaceful and
Inclusive Societies,” highlights
the crucial role sports play in
breaking down social barriers
and building strong, cohesive
communities. In a world often
divided by differences, sports
provide a common ground
where people from diverse back-
grounds can come together,
share experiences, and work
towards common goals. As
Anton Chekov wisely noted,
“Sports are positively essen-

Gandhi believed that a Sarvodayﬁ-based
interpretation of private property helps reduce
socio-economic disparities and promotes equity

He also stressed the need to
recognise the societal aspect
while defining private property.

The POA’s president alleged
that the real intention behind in-
corporating societal aspects for
interpreting private property
is to enable the government to
acquire private property at un-
dervalued prices and then trans-
fer the same to large developers
and corporate houses.

The advocate representing
the petitioners argued that,
“If private property was to
be considered a ‘material re-
source,” the word ‘private’ had
to be added and the word ‘com-
munity’ removed from Article
39(b).”

The Solicitor General argued
that the definition of private
property and whether it comes
under the purview of material
resources should be left to the
wisdom of the legislature.

The legal community remains
divided on defining private prop-
erty, reflecting the complexity
of balancing individual rights
with the interests of the com-
munity. To address the ambi-
guity and lessen the problem
of goal incongruency, one may
fall back on Gandhi’s perspec-
tive on property. Gandhi shifted
the focus of the narrative from
property’s ownership to prop-

tial. It is healthy to engage in
sports; they are beautiful and lib-
eral, liberal in the sense that
nothing serves quite as well to
integrate social classes as street
or public games.” Chekov’s in-
sight emphasises how sports,
whether played in streets or
grand arenas, have the unique
ability to transcend social and
economic divides, creating unity
and a shared purpose.

On a global scale, the
International Olympic
Committee (IOC) has long cham-
pioned the use of sports as a
vehicle for social change. The
I0C has empowered margin-
alised groups, promoted gen-
der equality, and supported cli-
mate action. In their purest
form, sports serve as a tool for
fostering understanding and
solidarity across borders.

History provides numerous
examples of the unifying power
of sports. One of the most com-
pelling is Nelson Mandela’s use
of rugby to heal the deep racial
divisions in post-apartheid South
Africa. His vision materialised
when the South African rugby
team, once a symbol of white
supremacy, became a symbol of
national unity, culminating in
their victory in the 1995 Rugby
World Cup. This moment demon-
strated how sports can transcend
political and social barriers, fos-

Undermining democracy

Sir, The recent re-election of Mamata Mohanta to the Rajya Sabha,
after she switched from the BJD to the BJP, highlights an alarming
trend in Indian politics—the erosion of ideological commitment. While
the absence of opposing candidates in the by-election and the BJP’s use
of a ‘dummy candidate’ might seem like strategic political maneuvers,
they represent a deeper problem that threatens our democratic foundations.
It is increasingly evident that the BJP is prioritising a numbers game
over ideological consistency, aiming to increase its strength in the Rajya
Sabha by poaching members from other parties. This is not an isolated
incident but part of a broader strategy that undermines healthy demo-
cratic practices. Rather than focusing on policies or principles, politi-
cal parties seem to be more interested in gaining power at any cost. This
trend is troubling and sets a dangerous precedent for the future of our
parliamentary democracy. Our political system should be grounded in
robust debates, differing ideologies, and fair competition, not oppor-
tunistic alliances. I urge political leaders and citizens to resist this shift
towards a politics of convenience and reaffirm our commitment to gen-

uine democratic values.

erty’s use. Gandhi’s views pre-
sented property not merely as
a personal asset but as a tool
for the benefit of the community.

Gandhi’s views on property
are embedded in his principles
of Sarvodaya. Sarvodaya means
progress for all through non-
violence and peaceful cooper-
ation. Gandhi believed that
when property is used in ways
that do not promote collective
welfare, it can lead to distrust
and conflict.

In the spirit of Sarvodaya,
Gandhi wished that property
should be held “in trust” for so-
ciety. Gandhi was of the view
that individuals should be al-
lowed to own property but
should be encouraged and mo-
tivated to manage it in such a
way that it serves society as a
whole. Gandhi believed that a
Sarvodaya-based interpretation
of private property helps re-
duce socio-economic dispari-
ties and promotes equity.

Though Gandhi stressed the
relevance of the societal use of
private property, he was against
the acquisition of property by
the State. Gandhi encouraged
people to take voluntary re-
sponsibility of managing re-
sources with the spirit of max-
imum good for the maximum
number. He was of the view

tering a sense of national iden-
tity and shared purpose.
Similarly, “ping-pong diplo-
macy” during the Cold War be-
tween China and the United
States is another testament to
the power of sports. A series of
highly publicised table tennis
matches between the two coun-
tries eased diplomatic tensions
and led to US President Richard
Nixon’s historic visit to China.
This episode underscores how
sports can bring about paradigm
shifts in even the most chal-
lenging geopolitical contexts.
In India, the story of
Palwankar Baloo, a Dalit crick-
eter who defied societal norms
to achieve greatness, exempli-
fies the transformative power
of sports. Baloo’s remarkable
achievements, particularly dur-
ing the England tour in 1911,
earned him widespread recog-
nition and respect. Despite the
entrenched caste system, Baloo
rose to prominence through
sheer talent and determination.
His success on the cricket field
became a symbol of resilience
and excellence. He was honoured
by the depressed classes, and a
young Dr. BR Ambedkar, who
would later become the archi-
tect of India's Constitution, de-
livered the welcome address at
this event. This moment marked
Ambedkar's first public ap-

Fight over land

that compulsory and forceful
acquisition of property might
lead people to come together
and revolt against the State.

Gandhi’s view on property is
relevant for India today as it is
witnessing the ugly face of in-
equality. As per Oxfam India,
the top 1% of the population
owns nearly 40.6% of the total
wealth in India. Such concen-
tration of wealth may often lead
to unpleasant display of wealth.

The rising concentration of
wealth in the hands of a very
small percentage of people,
and the decreasing ability of the
majority to generate income,
provides sufficient grounds
for the Supreme Court to con-
sider Gandhi’s view on private
property.

It is heartening to note that
Gandhi’s philosophy was visi-
ble in a recent statement by CJI
Chandrachud: “One must un-
derstand that Article 39(b) has
been crafted in a certain way in
the Constitution because the
Constitution was intended to
bring about a social transfor-
mation. We shouldn’t therefore
go so far as to say that the mo-
ment private property is pri-
vate property, Article 39(b) will
have no application.”

Several well-known legal aca-
demicians have also underscored
the importance of a proper un-
derstanding of the term prop-
erty. For instance, Professor
Christopher Serkin had said,
“property is fundamental to
how we order our lives and re-
late to one another. The study of
property is no less than the
study of society, the State, and
the very underpinnings of law.”

I hope we will soon have a
clear judgement on the inter-
pretation of the term “private
property” using Gandhian phi-
losophy that serves the greater
interest of the people while re-
specting the constitutional spirit
of Article 39(b).

The writer is a professor
at XIMB. Views are
personal.

pearance and highlighted the
intersection of sports, social jus-
tice, and national progress.

In today’s world, where over
190 million people, mostly youth,
are affected by substance abuse,
the need for positive outlets for
young people’s energy and cre-
ativity is more urgent than ever.
Engaging in sports can provide
young people with a sense of
purpose, helping them steer
away from the dangers of sub-
stance abuse.

As we celebrate National
Sports Day, it is important to
recognise that sports are more
than just games; they are a pow-
erful means to promote peace,
equality, and sustainability. The
values inherent in sports—fair
play, respect for others, team-
work, and perseverance—are es-
sential for building a just and
equitable society. Mandela aptly
said, “Sport has the power to
change the world.” As we honour
our sports legends and embrace
the values they represent, let us
commit to harnessing the power
of sports to build a more peace-
ful, inclusive, and sustainable
world for all.

The writer is a Senior
Parliamentary Interpreter
at the Parliament of India

and a former national

rugby player.

Sir, Excessive modernisation has taken a toll on
the living space of wildlife, and now comes a re-
search study that says humans and animals may
fight for more than half of the earth’s land by 2070.
The research finding is not without reason because,
in the search for new pastures, the burgeoning
human population can further intrude into wildlife
habitats transforming desolated forests into a
beehive of activity. This means that there will be
a great overlap of landscapes between human
and wildlife populations. Human-animal conflict,
loss of biodiversity and transmission of diseases
are all set to witness a new high over the next four
to five decades. Among these, disease spread from
animals to human beings could pave the way for
rekindling of the zoonotic diseases that have cost
humans a fortune besides their obvious, crip-

pling, health effects.

Vishesh Shukla, DHENKANAL

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA
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MIGRANTS’ MENACE

Nearly 1.2L D-voters in Assam

OVER 41,500 IDENTIFIED AS FOREIGNERS, SAYS CM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, August 28: Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma Wednesday said nearly 1.2
lakh people in the state have
been identified as ‘D’ (Dubious
or Doubtful) voters and of which
41,583 have been declared as for-
eigners.

In a written reply to a query
by Leader of the Opposition
Debabrata Saikia, Sarma said
a total of 1,19,570 people were
marked as D-voters till date.

“Out of the disposed cases,
76,233 have been declared as
Indians and 41,583 have been
identified as foreigners,” he
added.

AADHAAR TO BE ISSUED TO 9.35L: SARMA

GUWAHATT: Over 9.35 1akh peo-
ple of Assam who were not being
able to get their Aadhaar cards as
their biometrics submitted dur-
ing the NRC updating process,
were locked, will be issued the
cards soon by the UIDAI, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
said Wednesday. He said the
Central government has instructed
the Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI) to
issue the cards as it has been es-
tablished that there is “no corre-
lation between inclusion of name
in National Register of Citizens
(NRC) and Aadhaar registration”.
Addressing a press conference
here, Sarma said, “There were
total of 9,35,682 people who had

Delhi witnesses highest
number of rainy days
in 14 years this August

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 28: With
rainfall on 23 days, Delhi saw
the highest number of rainy
days in the last 14 years this
August, officials said Tuesday.

The previous highest was 22
¥rainy days in 2012, followed by
/20 days in 2011, according to data
from the weather department.

A “rainy day” is when the city
receives more than 2.4 mm of
rainfall.

Additionally, August this year
is also one of the wettest months
for the national capital, with the
city recording 291.6 mm of rain-
fall so far - the highest in the last
decade, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said.

Delhi received 291.6 mm of
rainfall till August 27, surpass-
ing the previous high recorded
in August 2014, according to data
from the IMD.

Parts of the city were lashed
by rain Tuesday afternoon, with
the maximum temperature set-
tling at 34.2 degrees Celsius,
which is normal for this time
of year, according to the weather
department.

According to the IMD, the hu-
midity level stood at 79 per cent
at 5.30 pm.

The Met department has is-
sued a “yellow alert” for Delhi
for Wednesday.

A yellow alert denotes bad
weather and the possibility of
worsening conditions that could
disrupt daily life, according to the
IMD'’s colour-coded warnings.

The IMD has predicted a
cloudy sky with moderate rain
for Wednesday with the maxi-
mum and minimum tempera-
tures likely to hover around 34
and 23 degrees Celsius.

During the last 24 hours, be-
tween 8.30 am August 26 and 8.30
am August 27, Safdarjung, the
city’s primary weather station,
recorded 16.4 mm of rainfall,
while Lodhi Road recorded 15.8
mm, Ayanagar recorded 64 mm
and Palam recorded 6.9 mm, ac-
cording to the IMD.
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CM, ASSAM

Sarma, who holds the Home
portfolio, said 522 people who

submitted the biometrics for
Aadhaar cards between February
to August, 2019, at Aadhaar cen-
tres, which also doubled up as
NRC centres. It was due to a con-
fusion that the biometrics of these
people were locked.” “They were
facing problems due to it, like not
being able to apply for scholar-
ships, get ration cards, etc. We
had been pursuing the matter
with the government of India,
and it came out with the in-
struction on Tuesday to UIDAI
to issue Aadhaar cards to these
people, who are eligible,” he said.
The CM said the UIDAI will start
the process of issuing the cards
to these 9.351akh people within 15-
30days. Sarma said initially there

have been in detention camps
for two years and 273 people who

was confusion over the number
of people whose biometrics were
blocked, but the UIDAI later clar-
ified that it was of 9.35 lakh peo-
ple. “There was no pattern of
whose Aadhaar cards were
blocked. It was not on the basis of
any community, religion, area,
etc. Even many people with names
in the final draft NRC had their
biometrics blocked. It has been es-
tablished that there is no corre-
lation between NRC and Aadhaar,
and hence the Aadhaar cards are
being issued,” the CM said, adding,
“Had there being any connec-
tion, biometrics of all 191akh ap-
plicants of NRC whose names
were excluded from final draft
would have been blocked.”

have been there for three years
have been released on bail, fol-
lowing Supreme Court direc-
tions.

“The country concerned is
carrying out nationality verifi-
cation of those declared for-
eigners. After issuance of travel
permits by their country, they
will be sent back,” he added.

The process of deleting or reg-
ularising a D-voter’s status is
carried out based on orders of the
Foreigners Tribunals and sub-
sequent judgments by higher
courts.

“From 2001 to August 1 this
year, a total of 1,00,076 cases
were registered at the FTs,”
Sarma said.

The concept of ‘D’ voters was
introduced in Assam in 1997 by
the Election Commission which
prepared a list by including those
who allegedly could not provide
evidence in favour of their Indian
nationality. It does not exist any-
where in India.

The issue of D-voters is a
highly contentious topic in
Assam’s political and social dis-
course. Several elections have
been influenced by the debate
over illegal Bangladeshi immi-
grants, who are initially marked
as D-voters if their names appear
on the electoral rolls.

If the legal system determines
an individual to be a foreigner,
their name is removed from
the electoral rolls. Conversely,
if a D-voter is confirmed as an
Indian citizen by the judici-
ary, the ‘D’ prefix is removed
from their name.

Data error robs Meghalaya
villagers of PDS for 13 years

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Shillong, August 28: A village
with over 50 households in
Meghalaya’s South West Khasi
Hills district has not received
foodgrains under the public dis-
tribution system (PDS) for over
13 years, local MLA Renikton
Tongkhar told the Assembly
Wednesday.

Tongkhar raised the issue dur-
ing a call attention motion, ref-
erencing a newspaper report
that highlighted how the vil-
lagers of Domtynrong have been
deprived of food grains for more
than a decade and have also been
excluded from government
schemes for over 20 years.

DELH

DELHI, THE CAPITAL
AND MOST POPULOUS
CITY OF INDIA, ALSO
HOLDS THE DUBIOUS
DISTINCTION OF
BEING THE

MOST POLLUTED CITY
GLOBALLY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 28: Delhi’s
persistent air pollution is re-
ducing the life expectancy of its
residents, according to the latest
Air Quality Life Index 2024 re-
port, which highlights the city’s
status as one of the most pol-
luted regions in the northern
plains.

According to a report by the
Energy Policy Institute at the
University of Chicago (EPIC),

In 2011, Domtynrong
‘ village was mistakenly
classified as uninhabited
leading to its exclusion from
the NFSA beneficiary list

RENIKTON TONGKHAR | MLA, MEGHALAYA

In response, Food and Civil
Supplies Minister Comingone
Ymbon acknowledged the issue,
explaining that Domtynrong
was inadvertently excluded from
the state’s public distribution
system due to an error in the
Socio Economic and Caste
Census (SECC) of 2011.

“In 2011, Domtynrong village
was mistakenly classified as un-
inhabited leading to its exclu-
sion from the NFSA benefici-

1.8 crore people living in the
National Capital Territory (NCT)
of Delhi, one of the most pol-
luted regions in the northern
plains, are on track to lose an av-
erage of 11.9 years of life ex-
pectancy compared to the World
Health Organisation’s (WHO)
guidelines.

Even by India’s own national
standards, the residents stand to
lose 8.5 years of life expectancy
if current pollution levels per-
sist. Delhi, the capital and most
populous city of India, also holds
the dubious distinction of being
the most polluted city globally,
the report said.

However, the report also said
if India were to meet its national
PM2.5 standards, life expectancy
for Delhi’s residents could in-
crease by 8.5 years and if it met
the WHO standards, nearly 12
years could be added to the life
expectancy of Delhi’s residents.

PM2.5, a fine particulate mat-

ary list,” Ymbon said.

The SECC 2011 data serves as
the Centre’s database for iden-
tifying fixed beneficiaries of the
NFSA allotted for Meghalaya -
77.79 per cent for rural and 50.87
per cent for urban areas, he said.

According to the Minister, at-
tempts were made to rectify this
error but the government of
India maintains that any dis-
crepancies in the database will
only be resolved in the next SECC
which is overdue since 2021.

“I understand that this ex-
clusion has had a significant
impact on the residents of
Domtynrong, depriving them of
their rightful entitlements,”
Ymbon said. He also mentioned
that the state is expecting an in-
crease in food grain supply to
meet the demands of the grow-
ing population, which is pro-
jected to be approximately 38.16
lakh in 2023, compared to 29.17
lakh recorded in the 2011 SECC.

The Food and Civil Supplies
Minister also informed that the
state government will continue
to engage with the Centre tore-
consider revising the coverage
limits to accommodate the left out
beneficiaries like those of
Domtynrong.
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ter that can penetrate deep into
the respiratory system and trig-
ger respiratory problems, is a
significant health risk and a
major contributing factor to pol-
lution levels.

The report underscores that
the annual PM2.5 standard in
India is set at 40 micrograms
per cubic metre, yet more than
40 per cent of the population is
exposed to air that exceeds this

TATES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 28: The
Delhi government will conduct
two intelligence tests to iden-
tify “gifted children”, including
the specially-abled, studying at
its schools and hone their po-
tential through a specialised
curriculum, officials said
Wednesday.

Students will first undergo a
Culture Fair Intelligence Test
(CFIT) and then an Intelligence
Quotient (IQ) test, they said.
The CFIT will be conducted by
schoolteachers and the IQ test
by experts.

Following their selection under
“Project Abhishikt”, these stu-
dents will be taught a specialised
NCERT-based curriculum. The
subjects would include English,
Hindi, Mathematics, Natural
Sciences, Domestic Sciences,
Social Studies, Computer Science,
Physical Education, Sanskrit
and Fine arts.

They will also be provided
counselling, mental health serv-
ices and exclusive classes to
help them adapt to the spe-
cialised environment better,
the officials said.

To train teachers in identify-
ing “gifted children”, the Delhi
government has started a five-day
training programme for them
under the project -- an initiative
of the Directorate of Education
(DoE) and the State Council of
Educational Research and
Training (SCERT).

The officials said 104 teach-
ers are being trained at a gov-
ernment school in Kalkaji since
Tuesday. The first day of the
training programme was on
“Introduction and Understanding
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Delhi to identify ‘gifted’ kids

Govt to hone potential through special curriculum

The primary goal of the
project is to close the
gap between the current
abilities of these students
and their immense potential.
This will be achieved by
providing specialised
support and a well-
developed curriculum to
ensure their success

NAHAR SINGH | JOINT DIRECTOR, SCERT

Giftedness”.

The project aims at exploring
the untapped potential of stu-
dents of Class 6 and Class 9 who
are a cut above the rest, an offi-
cial said.

“We anticipate that at least
200 students from 15 participat-
ing schools will be selected after
the tests,” the project’s coordi-
nator Stuti Gaur said.

Parents’ consent would be
sought to carry out these tests
and move them to the dedicated
facility once they are identified
and selected as “gifted students”,
Gaur said.

Partner in search for
lone African elephant

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 28: The
Delhi Zoo is holding discussions
with the forest department for ar-
ranging a companion for
Shankar, the lone African ele-
phant in the national capital
who has been in a ‘musth’ con-
dition for a very long time, the
officials said Wednesday.

The 29-year-old African ele-
phant at the National Zoological
Park (Delhi Zoo), brought from
Zimbabwe in 1998, is in a ‘musth’
condition and has been ex-
hibiting aggressive behaviour
for a prolonged period.

‘Musth’ is a natural condition
associated with increased testos-
terone levels that occurs in male
animals, particularly elephants
and camels, during which they
exhibit heightened aggression
and unpredictable behaviour.

“We are still in talks with the
forest department regarding the
pairing (of Shankar), and dis-
cussions are ongoing. As of now,
no confirmation or decision has
been reached,” a Delhi Zoo offi-
cial said.

According to the official,
Shankar had previously charged
aggressively, broken a wall, and
injured zoo staff due to this con-
dition.

limit. Meanwhile, the maximum
temperature in Delhi Wednesday
settled at 34 degrees Celsius,
which is normal for this time
of the year, the weather de-
partment said. According to the
India Meteorological Department
(IMD), the humidity level stood
at 85 per cent at 5:30 pm.

The Met department has is-
sued a “yellow” alert for Delhi
for Thursday.

Following this, he was chained
for an extended period, which led
to wounds and pus formation
on his legs. The chain was re-
moved last month, and he is now
held on a leash, the official said.

While Shankar is in a better
position now, he still charges
aggressively, the official added.

The zoo authorities said the
walls of Shankar’s enclosure
are being reinforced and the
work will be completed soon,
after which he can be freed, en-
suring he does not hurt himself
or others.

g aweouwrion  [INKEKQNNARUNNRRUNNG
TES FACE LIFE EXPECTANCY CUT BY 12 YEARS

The DoE and SCERT will also
hold an orientation programme
for parents, said the official.

“We do not know how parents
will respond. To address this,
we have developed a compre-
hensive training module for ori-
entation of parents,” Gaur said
and added that the module is de-
signed to reassure them of the
benefits of this exclusive edu-
cation project for their children.

“We will start the parent ori-
entation sessions after identi-
fying the specially-abled stu-
dents,” she added.

SCERT Joint Director Nahar
Singh told PTI, “The primary
goal of the project is to close the
gap between the current abilities
of these students and their im-
mense potential. This will be
achieved by providing specialised
support and a well-developed
curriculum to ensure their suc-
cess.” Usually, teachers focus on
students who are weak in stud-
ies, and this sometimes leads to
the abilities of gifted students
being overlooked, Singh added.

University chancellor
to be sued for 0BC
certificate “fraud’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, August 28: The
Assam government will file a
case against the chancellor of
a private university in Meghalaya
for allegedly obtaining an OBC
certificate fraudulently from the
state’s Karimganj district 32
years ago, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said.

University of Science and
Technology, Meghalaya (USTM)
chancellor Mahbabul Haque had
obtained a certificate claiming to
belong to an Other Backward
Class (OBC) in 1992, Sarma said
Wednesday. However, based on a
complaint the same year, the OBC
certificate was cancelled in August
1996 as it was found that Haque did
not belong to any community to
be eligible for it, the CM said.

“The district commissioner
of Karimganj should have ini-
tiated proceedings against him
then. Though it was not done
then, we will file an FIR against
Haque now,” he added.

Earlier this month, Sarma had
held the USTM and Hag, its pro-
prietor and chancellor, responsible
for flood jihad’ against Guwahati,
claiming that the institute damaged
hills on its campus leading tolarge-
scale water logging in Guwahati.
The varsity islocated on a hill ad-
jacent to the city.

Delhi’s Winter Action Plan

elhi Environment Minister Gopal Rai has said the government

will convene a conference Thursday, which will be attended by
environmental experts from 36 institutions along with officials
from 42 government departments, to craft an effective Winter
Action Plan to combat the city’s air pollution. In a bid to curb the
deteriorating air quality in the national capital in the winter
months, the minister said Wednesday, “This year, our primary goal
is to control pollution through public participation.” The minister
outlined the government’s strategic focus areas, including dust
pollution, vehicular emissions, stubble and garbage burning, industrial
pollution and expanding green spaces. The action plan will also ad-
dress the enforcement of firecracker bans, use of the Green Delhi
app and operations of the Green War Room, which monitors real-
time pollution levels and hotspots across the city.

A “yellow” alert denotes bad
weather and the possibility of
worsening conditions that could
disrupt daily life, according to the
IMD’s colour-coded warnings.

The IMD has predicted a
cloudy sky with moderate rain
for Thursday, with the maxi-
mum and minimum tempera-
tures likely to hover around

34 and 23 degrees Celsius re-
spectively.

Between 8:30 am August 27 and
8.30 am August 28, Safdarjung, the
city’s primary weather station,
recorded 9.8 mm rainfall
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while Lodhi Road recorded 9.3
mm, Ridge 14.5, Ayanagar 7.4——

mm and Palam recorded 7.7 mm,
the IMD said.
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There were
‘ total of 9,35,682
people who had
submitted the
biometrics for
Aadhaar cards
between February to
August, 2019, at Aadhaar
centres, which also doubled up as
NRC centres. It was due to a
confusion that the biometrics of
these people were locked

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA I CM, ASSAM

Modern Kerala
‘ was formed as
aresult of the

organised struggles
led by Ayyankali and

others. May the . -
memory of Ayyankali ” F{

give us strength to transform Kerala
into an equal society, overcoming
social inequalities. Wishing everyone
a happy Ayyankali Jayanthi

PINARAYI VIJAYAN I CM, KERALA

Alimit of 25
‘ years of service

has been fixed
for full pension in the

UPS. The biggest loss %
will be for

paramilitary forces' ~
personnel. Those personnel who

retire before 25 years of service
(VRS) will have to bear heavy losses

DEEPENDER SINGH HOODA | CONGRESS MP

SHORT TAKES

B 40 people hurt
in wall collapse

Patna: At least 40 people were
injured after the wall of a
house collapsed on them in
Bihar’s Patna district
Wednesday, police said. The
incident occurred at 2 pmin
Shripalpur area on the
outskirts of Patna when a
religious function was going
on there, a senior officer said.
The house belongs to Neeraj
Kumar of Shripalpur area.
Around 100 people, mostly
women, had gathered there to
attend the religious function,
Patna Senior Superintendent of
Police Rajeev Mishra told PTI.

.......................................

B Gujarat rains: 13
fishermen rescued

Ahmedabad: Amid heavy rains
in Gujarat, the Indian Coast
Guard has rescued 13
fishermen on board a boat
adrift in the Arabian Sea off
the coast in the state’s
Devbhumi Dwarka district, the
maritime security agency said
Wednesday. Acting on an SOS
message from the owner of
the fishing boat ‘Padmawati’
Tuesday, the ICG deployed its
advanced light helicopter
(ALH) and a ship for their
rescue, it said ina

statement. The vessel was
around 15 km from Dwaraka
and had suffered a machinery
breakdown due to

rough weather and

inclement sea conditions

off the coast, it said.

.......................................

M 3killed as SUV
falls into gorge

Shimla: Three devotees,
including two women, from
Punjab died while 10 others
were injured when am SUV
they were travelling in
plunged into a deep gorge in
Himachal Pradesh’s Chamba
district Wednesday, police
said. The devotees were on
their way to Manimahesh in
Chamba when they met with
the accident around 9 am
Wednesday near Bharmour on
Bharmour-Bharmani Mata
Temple road.

.......................................

M Four killed in
road mishap

Jaipur: Four people were killed
when their car was hit by a
cement-laden trailer in
Rajasthan’s Sikar district
Wednesday morning, police
said. According to the police,
the incident took place in
Ringas on the Jaipur-Bikaner
highway when the trailer
went out of control and hit
the car before overturning.
The victims got trapped
inside the car and had to be
pulled out with the

help of a few local people,
the police said.

' India orders more

13,000 SIG716 rifles

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 28: India has
ordered an additional 73,000
SIGT716 rifles from US firearms
maker Sig Sauer, the company
has said, asserting that it is
proud to be a partner in the
“modernisation effort” of the
Indian Army.

The move comes amid a lin-
gering border row between India
and China in eastern Ladakh.

The Defence Acquisitions
Council (DAC) had given the nod
for the procurement for the ad-
ditional 73,000 SiG716 rifles last
December.

In a statement issued in the US,
Sig Sauer said it is “honoured to
announce a second procurement
contract” with the government
of India, Ministry of Defence
to supply an additional 73,000
SIG716 rifles.

When completed, 1,45,400
SIG716 rifles will be in service
with the Indian Army;, it said.

India first awarded Sig Sauer
a contract for the SIG716 in 2019
for 72,400 riles.

“The successful fielding and
overwhelming soldier accept-
ance led to this follow-on award
for an additional 73,000 rifles,”
the statement said.

The SIG716 is an “enhanced
AR platform chambered in 7.62
NATO featuring a 16-inch barrel,
M-LOK handguard, and a 6-po-
sition telescoping stock”, the
company said.
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‘NIGHT PATROL,
ACCESS CONTROL

This comes a day

after the ten-member
National Task Force
(NTF), appointed by the
Supreme Court, met for
the first time to formulate
a protocol for the safety
and security of healthcare
professionals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 28: Security
audit of district hospitals, night
patrolling, regulated access at
large health facilities were among
the measures the Centre asked
states to implement to prevent vi-
olence against medics.

The Centre’s directions
Wednesday came after the Supreme
Court, while hearing the rape-
murder case of a junior doctor in
Kolkata, ordered the Union health
secretary to ensure states have
basic measures in place to assuage
doctors’ concern over safety at
workplaces till the court-appointed
National Task Force (NTF) for-
mulates a protocol.

The NTF, under the chair-
manship of the cabinet secre-
tary; held its first meeting Tuesday:

In a virtual meeting
Wednesday, co-chaired by sec-
retaries of the Union home and
health ministries and attended
by chief secretaries and director
generals of police (DGPs), the
central government officials said
state laws are already in place in
26 states and Union Territories
(UTs) for safeguarding healthcare
professionals.

Union Health Secretary
Apurva Chandra and Union
Home Secretary Govind Mohan
urged others to also enact such
alaw, according to a statement.

In a letter August 23 to chief
secretaries and DGPs, Chandra
said taking suo-motu cognisance

Kudos to the women who
have stood their ground

and emerged victorious. The
#HemaCommittee was
much needed to break the
abuse. But will it?

KHUSHBU SUNDAR | BJP LEADER

DELHI COURT RESERVES ORDER ON RASHID’S BAIL PLEA

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) Wednesday fiercely

opposed in a Delhi court the bail application of Lok Sabha MP from
Jammu and Kashmir Engineer Rashid, claiming that he may

influence witnesses and tamper with evidence to “obstruct

justice” in a 2017 terror funding case if he is granted the relief. The
special NIA court, which reserved the order on the bail plea of

Sheikh Abdul Rashidis likely to pronounce the order September 4
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Centre's directives for safety of doctors

Mamata calls for death penalty for rapists

Kolkata: Asserting that her government Y q

IMA suspénds ex-RG Kar principal

he Indian Medical Association (IMA) Wednesday suspended the

membership of former RG Kar Medical College and Hospital principal
Dr Sandip Ghosh, amid a CBI probe into the alleged rape and murder of a
junior doctor at the Kolkata-based institute earlier this month. The
decision to suspend the IMA membership of Ghosh, who is the vice
president of the association’s Kolkata branch, was taken by its disciplinary
committee. In an order, the IMA said the committee constituted by IMA
national president Dr RV Asokan Wednesday suo-motu considered the
rape and murder case of the postgraduate resident doctor and the
subsequent developments at the RG Kar Medical College and Hospital.

of the Kolkata incident, the
Supreme Court delivered orders
August 20 and 22.

In its August 22 order, the
court inter-alia directed that the
health secretary to engage with
chief secretaries and DGPs to en-
sure that states and UTs put into
Pplace “certain basic minimum re-
quirements pending the receipt
of the report of the NTF to as-
suage the concerns of the doc-
tors over their safety at their
workplaces”, he had said.

The incident at the West
Bengal government-run RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital
earlier this month triggered na-
tionwide protests by residents
doctors to press for a central
law for the security of health
professionals at their workplaces
and justice for their peer.

Interacting with the state of-

A horse cart wades through a flooded road after heavy rainfall, in Mathura, Wednesday

ficials virtually, Mohan asked
them to ensure CCTV cameras are
installed at blind spots, integra-
tion of the 112 helpline number
for healthcare workers and reg-
ulated access of large hospitals.
Chandra encouraged the states
to come up with innovative ideas
and laid stress on some of the im-
mediate measures that could be
considered to increase security
and provide a safer working en-
vironment for healthcare work-
ers, the statement said.
Security and safety committees
should be institutionalised, and
senior and junior residents and
students be involved for con-
tinuous monitoring of activi-
ties and status of emergency re-
sponse preparedness, Chandra
said, according to the statement.
He stressed on routine security
patrolling in all hospitals and

PTIPHOTO

Banerjee Wednesday said an

to ensure capital punishment to

has zero tolerance to incidents of rape,
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata

amendment to existing laws will be
passed in the state Assembly next week

convicted rapists. Banerjee said that she would sit for dharna out5|de
Raj Bhavan here if the governor delays in giving assent to the amended
bill or forwards it to the President for ratification. The chief minister
also said that the TMC will launch a movement from Saturday at the
state’s grassroots to create pressure on the Centre to pass legislation
for capital punishment of convicted rapists.

CBI starts polygraph test on Kolkata Police ASI

7= New Delhi: The CBI Wednesday began the
£ process of conducting a polygraph test on
" Kolkata Police ASI Anup Dutta to decipher his
alleged links with Sanjay Roy, arrested in the rape
= and murder case of a trainee doctor at RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital, officials said. The
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) had taken
permission from a Kolkata court to conduct the

‘ polygraph test on Assistant Sub-Inspector Dutta,
who was earlier questioned by the agency in the case. Dutta will be the
eighth person to undergo a polygraph test in this case. According to the
officials, Dutta, posted in the Kolkata Police Welfare Committee, had
allegedly extended a number of favours to Roy, a traffic police volunteer.

medical colleges at night.

There should be a control room
on campuses of health estab-
lishments, especially in large
district hospitals and medical
colleges. Staff at these centres
should regularly monitor CCTV
cameras and secure data storage,
the state officials were told.

Distress calls should be at-
tended by control rooms and se-
curity and fire drills conducted
regularly, Chandra said. He also
stressed on training of con-
tractual security personnel to
upgrade their capacity.

There is also a need for pa-
tient facilitators, trolley men
and multi-tasking staff in large
hospitals to ferry patients on
wheelchairs and stretchers to
reduce the number of patient
attendants and lessen the load
and stress on security personnel,
the health secretary said.

Chandra called for capacity
building and training of doc-
tors and other healthcare work-
ers in bereavement protocols,
especially in the emergency and
casualty wards.

The Union government offi-
cials were apprised by chief sec-
retaries and DGPs about the
steps taken by states and UTs
strengthen security arrange-
ments and provide a safer work-
ing environment for healthcare
workers across public and private
hospitals, medical colleges and
other healthcare institutions,
the statement said.

The state officials said

P

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita pro- -

visions to protect healthcare
professionals have been dis-
played at hospitals and medical
colleges and police verification
of contractual or outsourced
employees has been initiated.

ED slaps ¥908-crore
penalty on DMK MP

The agency says a Fema probe was initiated
against the MD, a businessman from Tamil Nadu, his
family members and related Indian entity

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 28: The
Enforcement Directorate Wednesday
said a penalty of ¥908 crorehasbeen
slapped ina caserelated to the alleged
violation of foreign exchangerules
against DMK MP S Jagathratchakan
and his family members.

The federal agency issued a state-
ment which said that properties
worth ¥89.19 crore, seized in
September 2020, have been con-
fiscated following an adjudication
order issued August 26 under the
Foreign Exchange Management
Act (FEMA).

Jagathratchakan, 76, represents
the Arakkonam Lok Sabha seat
in Tamil Nadu. He has earlier
served as a minister of state for
Information and Broadcasting in
the Union government.

The agency said a FEMA viola-
tion probe was initiated against

the MPE, abusinessman from Tamil
Nadu, hisfamily membersand are-
lated Indian entity.

This investigation, it said, re-
sulted in the passing of seizure
order, dated September 11, 2020,
under section 37A of FEMA, for var-
ious movable and immovable prop-
erties in the name of the MP and
hisfamily members. These are val-
ued at ¥89.19 crore.

“The properties worth ¥89.19
crore which were seized in terms
of section 37A of FEMA were also
ordered for confiscation, and penalty
of %908 crore is levied vide
Adjudication Order dated
26/08/2024,” the ED said.

The 2020 seizure order was
“set aside” by the Competent
Authority (under the FEMA) in
February 2021 and the ED chal-
lenged it before the Appellate
Tribunal where, the ED said, the
“appeal is pending”.

IAF launches comic book on heroic tales to inspire youth

THE STORIES WITH COMPELLING VISUALS AIM TO FOSTER AMONG THE CHILDREN A BETTER APPRECIATION FOR THE VALUES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 28: The
Indian Air Force Wednesday
launched a comic book telling the
story of legendary IAF Marshal
Arjan Singh and the epic Battle
of Boyra fought during the 1971
Indo-Pak war, aiming to edu-
cate the youth about the glori-
ous history of the force and mo-
tivate them to join it.

The 32-page ‘Heroes of the
Indian Air Force - Vol. I’ was
released by IAF Chief Air Chief
Marshal VR Chaudhari at an
event held at the Vayu
Bhawan here.

Arjan Singh, who fought in the
Burma campaign during the
World War II and the 1965 Indo-
Pak war, was the IAF officer to

_| be conferred the rank of the

Marshal of the Indian Air Force
and he had also earned the
Distinguished Flying Cross
(DFC) before Independence.

The project conceived last
year was led by DISHA
(Directorate of Induction and
Selection in a Holistic Approach)
Cell of the IAF under Air Chief
Marshal Chaudhari’s vision.

The medium of comic books
was chosen to reach young minds
especially those in schools and
motivate them to take up career
in the Indian Air Force, ac-
cording to a video played at the
launch event.

The first volume has two sto-
ries - ‘Find Your Calling’ which
tells the tale of a boy named
Arjan Singh who went on to be-
come the first Marshal of the
Indian Air Force; and ‘Battle of

Boyra’ that narrates the story of
the epic battle in the IAF’s war
history fought during the 1971
Indo-Pak war.

The stories with compelling
visuals aim to foster among the
children better appreciation for

values of courage, motivation
and perseverance, and to let
them learn to walk in his foot-
steps, said a senior official.
The second story has “adren-
aline-pumping action sequences”
seen through the pilot’s eyes.

OF COURAGE, MOTIVATION, AND PERSEVERANCE, AND TO LET THEM LEARN TO WALK IN HIS FOOTSTEPS

“This air combat engagement

was a significant engagement of

the fighting prowess and
valour of young pi-
lots of No.22
Squadron, the
Swifts, which
earned the
squadron

32-page ‘Heroes of
the Indian Air Force - Vol. I
was released by IAF Chief Air
Chief Marshal VR Chaudhari at an
event held at the Vayu Bhawan

be launched online and it will be
available for “free sharing” on
social media, the official
added.
Air Force History
Cell and the Air
Force Museum
played a key role
in providing and

the moniker PUERIEAT 0T ENERNTES O EEREIGE vetting histori-

Sabre
Slayers,” he
said.

The comic
book’s pur-
pose is to edu-
cate young read-
ers and depict
heroics embodied in an
air combat, the IAF official said.

“For youngsters, it is a direct
call to action,” he said.

A pdf version of the book will

Your Calling’ which tells the tale of a boy KV B o481l
named Arjan Singh who went on to
become the first Marshal of the
Indian Air Force; and ‘Battle of Boyra' MelSes s it
that narrates the story of the epic
battle in the IAF’s war history
fought during the 1971
Indo-Pak war

the IAF’s
Directorate of

was correctly de-
picted as per the pe-
riod described in the
stories.

This project aims to educate

sured the uniform -

C

P

the youth about the glorious—

history of the IAF and motivate
them to join the force, he said.
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SIDDARAMAIAH | CM, KARNATAKA

We have
‘ formed an
alliance for the

Jammu and Kashmir m
Assembly polls for

the betterment of

Jammu and Kashmir
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SACHIN PILOT I CONGRESS LEADER

The state
‘ government
will give special
grants to the drug-
free villages across
Punjab =f
BHAGWANT MANN |
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OF THE DAY

Imagine if two
women from Vasant
Vihar in Delhi were
found hanging from
atree. The shock,
outrage, anger and
: incessant media
}coverage would have been palpable.
Imagine if the police then pressured the
family to quickly cremate the bodies.
Actors, athletes, working women would
all be on the streets protesting. The
shock would have been immense
because it happened to privileged
women. Now compare this to the silence
on Farrukhabad. Your privilege decides
whether your family gets justice or not.

@ROHINI_SGH

SHORT TAKES

B Woman mauled to
Y death by stray dogs

Bengaluru: A 76-year-old
retired teacher died after she
was attacked by a pack of
stray dogs while she was on
her morning walk near her
house here Wednesday,
police said. According to the
police, Rajdulari Sinha was
suddenly attacked by at least
10-12 dogs in the playground
at Air Force East 7th
Residential Camp in Jalahalli
around 6.30 am. A case of
unnatural death report has
been filed in Gangamma Gudi
police station, a senior police
officer said.

.......................................

B Abhishek Singhvi
elected to RS

Hyderabad: Congress leader
Abhishek Manu Singhvi has
been elected unopposed to
the Rajya Sabha from
Telangana in a bypoll.
Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee (TPCC) Senior Vice
President G Niranjan received
the certificate of election on
behalf of Singhvi from the
returning officer here. An
independent candidate had
filed nomination for the
bypoll, but it was rejected
during scrutiny. Singhvi was
the sole candidate in the fray
and he was announced as
elected Tuesday, the last date
for withdrawal of
candidatures.

.......................................

M Terrorist hideout
busted in J&K

Poonch/Jammu: Ahead of the
Assembly polls, security
forces Wednesday unearthed
a terrorist hideout in Poonch
district of Jammu and Kashmir
and recovered six hand
grenades, officials said. The
hideout was busted by a joint
search party of police and
Rashtriya Rifles in Dachin top
area of Sindhra in Lower
Krishna Ghati sector, they
said. The officials said the
search operation was
launched in the area around 3
} pm on specific information
and was continuing when last
reports were received.

( F -

If he (Kejriwal) had
‘ to indulge in
corruption, why

would he provide 200 units
of free electricity, why
would he build mohalla
clinics, why would he
provide free education and
free bus travel

MANISH SISODIA |

SENIOR AAP LEADER
(e

complaint against Sarma

THE COMPLAINT
ALLEGES THAT THE CM
AND OTHER BHARATIYA
JANATA PARTY (BJP)
LEADERS WERE PART
OF A CRIMINAL
CONSPIRACYTO
‘CREATE A RIOT-LIKE
SITUATION IN

THE STATE’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, August 28:
Opposition parties of Assam
Wednesday filed a police com-
plaint against Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, accusing
him of ‘promoting enmity’ based
on religion and race.

They accused Sarma of at-
tempting to incite communal
tension by targeting a specific
community, potentially leading
to riot-like situations in the state.

The complaint was filed by
Lurinjyoti Gogoi, general sec-
retary of the United Opposition
Forum Assam (UOFA), at Dispur
police station. Gogoi was ac-
companied by leaders of other
parties of the Forum.

The UOFA is an alliance of 18
parties in Assam, aligned with

the Indian National
Developmental Inclusive Alliance
(INDIA).

“We are lodging this FIR
against Dr Himanta Biswa
Sarma, who happens to be the
Chief Minister of the state, for
trying to promote enmity be-
tween different groups on the
grounds of religion and race,” the
complaint, which was shared
with the media, read.

The complaint was received by
an official at the police station,
but no case has been registered

The UOFA is an alliance of 18 parties in Assam,
aligned with the Indian National Developmental
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA)

yet, police said.

Referring to the alleged gang-
rape of a 14-year-old girl in Dhing,
which evoked widespread con-
demnations and protests, the
UOFA claimed that Sarma is
‘trying to whip up communal
frenzy by targeting a particular
community’.

It has already resulted in “at
tack on some people belonging
to religious minority in
Sivasagar by BJP workers and
leaders”, the Opposition par-
ties claimed, adding that it had
been done as “part of conspir-
acy to create a riot like situation
in the state and the accused
named Himanta Biswa Sarma
and other BJP leaders are part
of the criminal conspiracy to
create such unrest”.

The UOFA alleged that Sarma
has a history of making provoca-
tive statements against a par-
ticular community, referencing
an instance from a year ago
when the Chief Minister re-
portedly urged the public to evict
individuals of a specific reli-
gious community, whom he re-
ferred to as ‘Miya’, from

UP govt drafts new
social media policy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, August 28: The Uttar
Pradesh government has drafted
anew digital media policy that
allows it to pay up to I8 lakh per
month to an influencer to pro-
mote its schemes. It also warns
of legal action if any “objec-
tionable content” is put online.
The move triggered sharp re-
action from the Opposition,
which has accused the state’s
BJP government of trying to
stifle freedom of expression.
The state government will pay
up to 8 lakh per month to in-
fluencers and holders of these ac-
counts on different social media
platforms such as Facebook, X,
Instagram and YouTube de-

pending on their followers and
subscribers.

The government will also take
legal action against the social
media operators, influencers,
firm or agency concerned in
case “objectionable content” is
uploaded, it stated. “In case of up-
loading objectionable content
on Facebook, X (formerly
Twitter), Instagram and
YouTube, there is a provision
for legal action against the con-
cerned agency/firm as per rules.
Under no circumstances should
the content be indecent, obscene
and anti-national,” stated the
press note signed by Principal
Secretary Sanjay Prasad.

The policy will also help cre-
ate jobs, the statement noted.

Guwahati. ‘Miya’ is a pejorative
term used for Bengali-speaking
Muslims in the state.

Citing similar recent instances,
the UOFA highlighted that the
Chief Minister had allegedly
targeted a journalist with “ob-
vious communal innuendos”
and accused a specific commu-
nity of land encroachment by
forcing original dwellers to leave
by deliberately eating beef.

“The belligerent nature of the
accused can be gauged from the
fact that in a party meeting held
in the recent past, he claimed
himself to be amad dog. If such
aperson is not arrested and re-
strained immediately, he can
create ariot like situation in the
state for getting political mileage
out of it,” the FIR maintained.

“We therefore request you to
kindly register a case against the
accused person and his co-con-
spirators under Section 61, 196
and 35(2) of the Bharatia Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023 and investigate,”
the complaint, signed by Bhupen
Borah, state Congress chief and
president of UOFA, and Gogoi,
added.

PAKISTANI CHRISTIAN BECOMES 1ST

GOAN TO GET INDIAN CITIZENSHIP

Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant
Wednesday handed over the Indian citizenship
certificate to a 78-year-old Pakistani Christian
Joseph Francis Pereira under the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, making him the first such
person from the coastal state
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BOOST TO MANUFACTURING

Govt to set up 12
new industrial cities

The projects will feature
multi-modal connectivity
infrastructure, ensuring
seamless movement of
people, goods, and services

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Aug 28: The gov-
ernment Wednesday approved
12 new industrial cities in 10
states on the lines of Greater
Noida in Uttar Pradesh and
Dholera in Gujarat to boost
domestic manufacturing with
an estimated investment of
328,602 crore.

These industrial areas will be
in Khurpia in Uttarakhand,
Rajpura-Patiala in Punjab, Dighi
in Maharashtra, Palakkad in
Kerala, Agra and Prayagraj in UP,
Gaya in Bihar, Zaheerabad in
Telangana, Orvakal and
Kopparthy in AP, and Jodhpur-
Pali in Rajasthan, and one in
Haryana.

A decision in this regard was
taken in a meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi here.

“The Cabinet has approved
12 new project proposals under
the National Industrial
Corridor Development
Programme (NICDP) with an
estimated investment of 328,602
crore”, Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said after
the meeting.

NICDP is expected to generate
significant employment oppor-
tunities, with an estimated one
million direct and up to three
million indirect jobs being cre-
ated through these planned areas.

These projects will create an
investment potential of about
%1.52 1akh crore.

The decision followed the an-
nouncement by the government
in the Budget for the develop-
ment of ‘plug and play’ industrial
parks in or near 100 cities in

partnershlp with states and the
private sector to boost manu-
facturing.

Eight such cities are already
under different stages of im-
plementation. Trunk infra-
structure has been created in
four cities -- Dholera (Gujarat),
Auric (Maharashtra), Vikram
Udyogpuri (Madhya Pradesh)
and Krishnapatnam (Andhra
Pradesh) and allotment of land
plots is underway for the in-
dustry.

Similarly, in the other four --
Tumakuru in Karnataka,
Krishnapatnam in Andhra
Pradesh, Nangal Chaudhary in
Haryana, and Dadri, Greater
Noida in Uttar Pradesh, the gov-
ernment’s special purpose ve-
hicle (SPV) is in the process of
constructing the basic infra-
structure like road connectiv-
ity, water and power supply.

With eight already under
the development stage and the
announcement of 12 new in
the Budget, the total count of
these cities in the country will
reach 20.

Briefing reporters on the de-
cision, Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said
the projects are expected to
complete in the next three years
by 2027.

“For these areas, land has
been acquired to create world
class infrastructure. They will be
developed as greenfield smart
cities of global standards,” Goyal
told reporters here.

Outbreak of Chandipura virus
In India Iargest In 20 years: WHO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 28: The WHO
hasrecently said the current out-
break of the Chandipura virus
in India is the largest in 20 years.

According to the global health
body, between early June and
August 15, the Ministry of Health
reported 245 cases of AES (Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome), in-
cluding 82 deaths (case fatality
rate or CFR 33 per cent).

A total of 43 districts in India
are currently reporting AES
cases.

Of these, 64 are confirmed
cases of the Chandipura virus
(CHPV) infection.

“CHPV is endemic in India,
with previous outbreaks occurring

regularly However, the current out-
break is the largest in the past 20
years,” the World Health
Organisation (WHO) said in its
Disease Outbreak news August 23.

CHPYV is a member of the
Rhabdoviridae family and is
known to cause sporadic cases
and outbreaks of AES in west-
ern, central and southern parts
of India, especially during the
monsoon season.

Cases are sporadically present

across various districts as in
previous outbreaks. Notably,
there is arise in CHPV outbreaks
every four to five years in Gujarat.

It is transmitted by vectors
such as sandflies, mosquitoes
and ticks. The CFR from the
CHPYV infection is high (56-75
per cent) and there is no specific
treatment or vaccine available.

“Survival can be increased
with early access to care and in-
tensive supportive care of pa-
tients,” the WHO said.

Surveillance efforts should
be enhanced in high-risk areas,
focusing on people at risks, such
as children below 15 years of
age presenting with acute onset
of fever and central nervous sys-
tem symptoms, it said.

-
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3 Army personnel
killed as vehicle
falls into gorge

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Itanagar, August 28: Three Army
personnel died and several oth-
ers were injured when their truck
skidded off the road and fell into
a deep gorge in Arunachal
Pradesh’s Upper Subansiri dis-
trict, police said Wednesday.

The accident happened around
6 am Tuesday on the Trans
Arunachal Highway near Tapi
village, they said.The deceased
were identified as Havildar Nakhat
Singh, Naik Mukesh Kumar and
Grenadier Ashish Kumar, ac-
cording to Army sources.

The Army truck that met with
the accident was part of a convoy
transporting personnel. The con-
voy was heading to Basar in
Leparada district from Daporijo,
the district headquarters town of
Upper Subansiri, when the acci-
dent happened, a police officer
said.Locals immediately rushed to
the spot and helped in rescuing the
injured persons and retrieving
the bodles of the deceased

}
9

v
1
(]

In a post on X, the Army’s
Eastern Command said, “Lt Gen
RC Tiwari, #ArmyCdrEC & All
Ranks express deepest condo-
lences on the sad demise of
Bravehearts Hav Nakhat Singh,
Nk Mukesh Kumar and Gdr
Ashish who made the supreme
sacrifice in the line of duty in -
#ArunachalPradesh. Indian
Army stands firmly with the be-
reaved families.”

Chief Minister Pema Khandu
mourned the death of the three per-
sonnel. “I am deeply pained by
loss of lives of three @adgpi per-
sonnel - Havildar Nakhat Singh,
Naik Mukesh Kumar and
Grenadier Ashish Kumar - in a
tragic accident near Tapi in Upper
Subansiri district. Their service
to the nation and supreme sacri-
fice will be remembered with the
highest regards,” he posted in X.

Ahead of joining BJP, -
Champai quits JMM

Ranchi: Former Jharkhand chief
minister Champai Soren
Wednesday resigned from the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM)
saying he was forced to take such
a step since he was aggrieved by
the party’s present style of
functioning and policies. Soren,
who is scheduled to join the BJP
August 30, also resigned as an
MLA of the state assembly and a
minister in the Jharkhand
Cabinet. “Today | resigned from
the primary membership and all
posts of Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha. | will continue to fight on
the issues of tribals, Dalits,
backward and common people of
Jharkhand,” Soren said. In a letter
to party supremo Shibu Soren,
the senior tribal leader said he
was forced to quit after being
aggrieved by the present style of
functioning of the JMM and its
policies.

India sees 2nd highest drop in particulate pollution: Report

THE RESEARCHERS ATTRIBUTE THE DECLINE IN PARTICULATE LEVELS IN INDIA AND OTHER SOUTH ASIAN COUNTRIES
PRIMARILY TO FAVOURABLE METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS AND A REDUCED NUMBER OF THERMAL INVERSIONS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 28: India
logged a 19.3 per cent decline in
particulate pollution in 2022, the
second highest in the world after
Bangladesh, adding an average
of one year to the life expectancy
of citizens, a new report showed
Wednesday.

The annual report, “Air
Quality Life Index” 2024, by the
Energy Policy Institute at the
University of Chicago (EPIC)
also said that Indians are likely
tolose 3.6 years of life expectancy
if the country fails to meet the
World Health Organisation’s
(WHO) annual PM2.5 concen-
tration standard of 5 micro-
grams per cubic metre.

The researchers attributed
the decline in particulate levels
in India and other South Asian
countries primarily to favourable
meteorological conditions and a
reduced number of thermal in-

versions -- when a 1ayer of warm
air traps cooler air near the
ground, causing pollution to
build up.

PM2.5 concentrations in India
in 2022 were around 9 micro-
grams per cubic metre (19.3 per
cent) lower compared to 2021.

The most significant declines
were observed in Purulia and
Bankura districts of West Bengal,
followed by Dhanbad, Purbi,
Paschim Singhbhum, Paschim
Medinipur and Bokaro districts
in Jharkhand. In each of these
districts, PM2.5 concentrations
dropped by over 20 micrograms
per cubic metre.

Despite the decline in pollu-
tion, 42.6 per cent of the Indian
people live in areas which ex-
ceed the country’s national air
quality standard of 40 micro-
grams per cubic metre.

People in Delhi - India’s cap-
ital and most populous city --
would gain 7.8 years of life ex-

pectancy if all of India were to
reduce particulate pollution to
meet the WHO guideline. In
North 24 Parganas - the country’s
second most populous district -
- people would gain 3.6 years of
life expectancy, the report said.

It said that the northern plains,
the most polluted region in India,
saw a 17.2 per cent reduction in

- The

pectancy if the current pollu-
tion levels persist. On the other
hand, if the decline in particu-
late levels continues at the same
rate in the coming years, life ex-
pectancy in the northern plains
could increase by 1.2 years.
Beyond the northern plains,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan have the highest
burden of pollution in the coun-
try. On average, 292.3 million
people living in these states are
now losing 2.9 years of life
expectancy.

The report clearly

shows that even a

particulate levels report CIearIy modest reduction
in 2022 compared shows that even a in air pollution
to 2021. modest reduction in air levels could lead
However, de- . to increased life
spite this im- pOIIUt|0n levels could expectancy. Air

provement, the
average resident
in this region is still
likely to lose about
5.4 years of life ex-

lead to increased life
expectancy

pollution, even
at low levels, sig-
nificantly shortens
lives and poses seri-
ous public health risks.

“Our current national air qual-
ity standards fall short of pro-
tecting public health and must
be revised in line with World
Health Organisation guidelines.
We have the tools and technolo-
gies to solve the air pollution
crisis, what we need now is the
political will to implement them,”
said Avinash Chanchal,
Campaign Manager, Greenpeace
India.

Launched in 2019, the NCAP
isIndia’s first national effort to
set clean air targets, aiming for
a20-30 per cent reduction in par-
ticulate pollution by 2024, using
2017 as the base year. The re-
vised target is a 40 per cent re-
duction by 2026, with 2019-20 as E
the base year.

The programme covers 131
non-attainment cities, which
consistently failed to meet the pre-
scribed national ambient air—
quality standards between 2011
and 2015.
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This is not the
‘ first time that _..ﬁ ’i\

wehaveheard | &
such statements | - A
(regarding
Zelenskyy's plan to }
end war) from

representatives of the Kyiv regime.
We are aware of the nature of this
Kyiv regime
DMITRY PESKOV |
KREMLIN SPOKESMAN, RUSSIA
‘ help, and we

will continue to
ask for it. Not
because we are bold,

but because it is vital
for our survival

We still need

OLENA ZELENSKA | FIRST LADY, UKRAINE
means to reject
migrants. And this,

There are those
‘ who work
l! - )
b (5 |
|".
when done with

systematically
and with every

conscience and responsibility,
is a grave sin

POPE FRANCIS | HEAD OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

SHORT TAKES

M B'desh lifts ban
on Jamaat-e-Islami

Dhaka: Bangladesh’s interim
government led by Nobel
laureate Muhammad Yunus
Wednesday lifted a ban on
the Islamist Jamaat-e-Islami
party that was imposed by
the former Prime Minister
who was ousted in
nationwide protests against
her rule. The Ministry of
Home Affairs repealed the
ban Wednesday, paving the
way for the party to resume
its activities. It still needs to
register with the Election
Commission to contest polls.
There was no immediate
reaction from the party
leadership.

.......................................

Pak EC summons
party leaders

Islamabad: Pakistan’s
election commission has
summoned the leaders of
several political parties to
appear before it September
4 over their failure to
allocate at least five per cent
of the party tickets to
women candidates in the
February 8 general elections,
a media report said
Wednesday. The Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) issued notices to
heads of Jamat-e-Islami (JI),
Awami National Party (ANP),
Balochistan National Party
(BNP), Tehreek-e-Labbaik
Pakistan (TLP), and 10 other
parties for not adhering to
the legal requirement, The
Express Tribune newspaper
reported. Political parties in
Pakistan are mandated to
field a minimum of five per
cent of women candidates
for general seats in the
National Assembly

and provincial assemblies
under Section 206 of

the Election Act.

India is our neighbour,
and we want a good,

stable, and harmonious
bilateral relationship. However,
India has done a few things in
the past that did not sit well
with the people of Bangladesh

SHAFIQUR RAHMAN | JAMAAT-E-ISLAMI
SUPREMO, BANGLADESH

Israel mounts West Bank ops

Ten Palestinians killed in a major operation in the occupied West Bank, involving helicopters and drones

REUTERS

Jenin, August 28: At least ten
Palestinians were killed
Wednesday, Palestinian au-
thorities said, as Israeli forces
raided the flashpoint cities of
Jenin and Tulkarm as well as
other areas in the occupied West
Bank in a major operation in-
volving helicopters and drones.

The assault, one of the largest
seen in the West Bank for months,
followed a series of smaller raids
in the area over recent weeks
as Israeli forces sought to crush
groups of fighters from
Palestinian militant groups.

With Israeli forces battling
Hamas fighters in Gaza and fac-
ing a major escalation of ten-
sions with the Iranian-backed
Hezbollah movement in south-
ern Lebanon, Wednesday’s op-
eration underscored the multi-
ple security threats Israel has
been battling since the start of
the Gaza war last year.

The armed wings of the Hamas,
Islamic Jihad and Fatah factions
said in separate statements their
gunmen were detonating bombs
against Israeli military vehicles
in the three West Bank areas.

Israeli military says raids thwarted i
‘immediate threat’ to civilians :

b RSN
Palestinian militant groups say
fighters battling Israeli troops

A short distance outside the
city, blood soaked the ground
next to a damaged car and an im-
pact crater from a drone strike
the Israeli military said had
killed three militant fighters.

The Palestinian health ministry
said troops had surrounded Jenin’s
main hospital, blocking off access
with earth mounds, a measure the
military said was intended to stop
fighters seeking refuge. Earlier,
the military released the names of

Former CCP ofticial

octs death penalty

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Beijing, August 28: A former
Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
official, accused of embezzling
a staggering $421 million, the
largest-ever corruption case in
China’s history, was sentenced
to death by a court in Inner
Mongolia.

The Higher People’s Court of
the Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region Tuesday turned down
the appeal by Li Jianping, who
was sentenced to death in
September 2022 for corruption,
bribery, embezzlement and en-
gaging in organised crime.

He was found guilty by an in-
termediate court for pocketing
a staggering 3 billion yuan ($421
million) in illegal gains, the
largest sum involved in a sin-
gle corruption case in China’s his-
tory, Chinese news portal Caixin
Global reported.

The ruling would be submit-
ted to the Supreme People’s Court
for final examination and ap-
proval, said the court.

The court ruling found him
guilty of multiple crimes, noting
his extreme malice, severe social
impact and the gravity of his
offences, the state-run Xinhua
news agency reported.

Li, 64, once headed a special
economic zone in Hohhot and
the city’s water management
authority. He is the third offi-
cial to be sentenced to death
after being found guilty of graft
since 2007 when China tight-
ened the death penalty after Lai
Xiaomin, former chairman of

state-owned China Huarong
Asset Management Co Ltd, and
Zhang Zhongsheng, a former
vice mayor of Luliang in Shanxi
province.

Li was a mid-level local official
in the Chinese bureaucratic sys-
tem, with his corrupt behaviour
and prosecution flying largely
under the public’s radar.

His downfall in late 2018 at-
tracted little attention at first, but
as more details emerged, his
case shocked the nation due to
the huge amounts involved, the
report said.

Lihas been accused of using
his position as the Communist
Party chief and director of
Hohhot Water Authority from
2001 and as secretary of the party
working committee of the
Hohhot Economic and
Technological Development Zone
a decade later to collect 578 mil-
lion yuan (about $83 million) in
exchange for favours relating to
construction projects and busi-
ness contracts.

He also maintained close con-
tact with a leader of a criminal
syndicate and condoned the or-
ganisation’s illegal activities,
Xinhua reported.

five Palestinians identified as mil-
itant fighters who were killed in
Tulkarm Monday. Two were
claimed by Hamas and three by
Islamic Jihad.

As well as the major raids in
Jenin and Tulkarm, two of the
most volatile cities in the north-
ern West Bank, the military said
forces also raided the town of
Far’anear Tubas in the Jordan
Valley, killing at least four
people in a drone strike.

TV journalist’s body
recovered in Dhaka

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka, August 28: The body of
a 32-year-old woman TV jour-
nalist in Bangladesh was re-
covered from a lake here in the
capital Wednesday, according to
media reports.

The deceased was identified
as Sarah Rahanuma, a newsroom
editor at Gazi TV, a Bengali-lan-
guage satellite and cable television
channel owned by Gazi Group.

Her body was found floating
in Hatirjheel Lake in Dhaka,
The Dhaka Tribune newspaper
reported.

Inspector Bachchu Mia, in
charge of the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) police
outpost, confirmed the recov-
ery of her body.

Pedestrians pulled the body
from the lake and took it to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH), where the doctor de-
clared her dead around 2:00 am.

A man named Sagar, who
brought Sarah to the hospital,
said “I saw the woman floating
in Hatirjheel Lake. Later, she
was brought to DMCH, where
doctors declared her dead.”

Before her death, Sarah posted
a status on her Facebook Tuesday
night tagging one Fahim Faysal.

“It was nice having a friend like
you. God bless you always. Hope,
you’ll fulfil all your dreams soon.
I know we had a lot of planning
together. Sorry, can’t fulfil our
plans. May god bless you in every
aspect of your life,” she wrote.

In an earlier post, she wrote “It
is better to die than to live a life
akin to death.”

Inspector Bachchu Mia said
the body was kept in the DMCH
morgue. Police have stated that
an investigation will be con-
ducted to determine the cause of
her death.

Israeli tank in Khan
Youms kllls 34

Cairo: Israeli forces sent tanks
deeper into Khan Younis in the
southern Gaza Strip and launched
strikes across the enclave as they
battled Hamas-led militants, killing
at least 34 Palestinians Wednesday,
according to medics. Residents of
Khan Younis said Israeli tanks
made a surprise advance into the
centre of the city, and the military
ordered evacuations in the east,
forcing many families to run for
safety, while others were trapped
at home. Palestinian health
officials said the Israeli strikes in
Khan Younis killed at least 11
people. In the central city of Deir
Al-Balah, where at least a million
people were sheltering, an Israeli
airstrike killed eight Palestinians
near a school housing displaced
families, medics said.

PARTIAL RELIEF
FOR DUROV

French prosecutors
Wednesday freed
Telegram CEO Pavel
Durov from police
custody after four days
of questioning

Iran gets first woman
as govt spokesperson

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Tehran, August 28: In another
first, a woman will be the pub-
lic face of the new Iranian gov-
ernment with Fatemeh
Mohajerani being appointed the
government spokesperson of
Masoud Pezeshkian regime.

The appointment was made
by President Pezeshkian in a
cabinet meeting Wednesday,
Iranian media reported.

Mohajerani, 54, is a Doctor of
Business Administration from
Edinburgh and has earlier served
as the head of the Technical and
Vocational Training University
of Shariati (for women) in the
11th government.

Mohajerani was named the
head of the Center for Brilliant
Talents by then-Education
Minister Seyyed Mohammad
Bat’hai in 2017 and has held
other positions in the Education
Ministry too.

This is the latest appointment
of a woman to a senior position.
President Pezeshkian had, last
week, appointed Shina Ansari as
Iran’s Deputy President and
Head of the Department of
Environment.

Ansari, whose LinkedIn pro-

file describes her as an experi-
enced environmental specialist
with a demonstrated history of
working in environmental serv-
ices and skilled in waste, RCRA,
sustainable development, and
environmental compliance, re-
places Ali Salajegheh as head
of the Department of
Environment.

A PhD in Environmental
Management from the Science
&amp; Research University, she
was presently the Advisor at the
Air Quality Control Centre at
Tehran Municipality and pre-
viously had been Head of
Environment and Sustainable
Development at the Municipality
and General Director of the
Bureau of Comprehensive
Environmental Pollution
Monitoring in the Department
of Environment.

A defaced mural of deposed prime minister Sheikh Hasina on a metro pier seen in the backdrop of the iconic 'Anti
Terrorism Raju Memorial Sculpture', in Dhaka

SNIPPETS

Starmer, S

Scholz seek
reset in British-EU ties

Berlin: Britain and Germany’s
leaders agreed in talks in Berlin
% Wednesday to work on an
“ambitious” treaty covering
j issues from defence to trade
— that would be part of a reset of
British relations with the European Union. Prime Minister
Keir Starmer’s two-day trip to the EU’s top powers,
Germany and France, aims to help Britain move beyond
the previous Conservative government’s fractious
relations with European allies. Starmer, who took office
last month, has put improved ties at the heart of his
efforts to boost Britain’s economic growth. He billed the
new cooperation treaty as a “once-in-a-generation
chance to deliver for working people in Britain and in
Germany” as it would deepen collaboration in science,
technology, business and culture while increasing trade.

Typhoon Shanshan: Japan
issues emergency warning

Tokyo: Southwestern Japan braced Wednesday for
what officials say could
be one of the strongest
storms to ever hit the
region, as some residents #
in the path of Typhoon
Shanshan were ordered
to evacuate and major
firms like Toyota, closed
factories. Airlines and rail operators cancelled some
services for the coming days as the typhoon,
categorised as “very strong”, barrelled towards the
main southwestern island of Kyushu with gusts of up
to 70 metres per second. The meteorological agency
issued an emergency warning saying the typhoon
could bring flooding, landslides and wind strong
enough to knock down some houses.

PTIPHOTO

US surgeon general calls parent stress a publlc health challenge

THE ADVISORY ISSUED
BY SURGEON GENERAL
VIVEK MURTHY
HIGHLIGHTS A LONG
LIST OF ISSUES THAT
STRESS OUT PARENTS
AND CALLS FOR
POLICY CHANGES

AND BETTER
COMMUNITY
SUPPORT FOR THEM

REUTERS

Washington, August 28: The US
surgeon general Wednesday is-
sued a public health advisory
about the impact of modern
stresses on parents’ mental
health, calling on government,
}busmesses and community or-
ganizations to increase resources
to provide them more support.

The advisory issued by
Surgeon General Vivek Murthy,
who has used the format previ-
ously to address the risks from
gun violence and of social media
on youth, highlighted a long list
of issues that stress out parents
and called for policy changes
and better community support
for them, other caregivers and
families as a whole.

Among the policy recom-
mendations, Murthy pressed for
federal, state, tribal and local
governments to expand funding
that supports parents, establish
anational paid family and med-
ical leave program, see to it that
workers have paid sick time,
and provide caregivers with ac-
cess to affordable mental health
care options.

Murthy told Reuters in an in-
terview that parents’ mental
health had an impact on their off-
spring.

“Behind this youth mental
health crisis is real crisis with

Behind this youth mental health crisis is real crisis
with parents, where many of them are struggling
with profound stress and with their own mental

health challenges

VIVEK MURTHY I SURGEON GENERAL, US

parents, where many of them
are struggling with profound
stress and with their own men-
tal health challenges,” Murthy
told Reuters in an interview. “If
you really want to help kids, one
of the things you’ve got to do is

actually help parents.”

The advisory called for em-
ployers to put in place training
programs for managers about
stress management and work-
life balance and encouraged
healthcare professionals and so-

cial service groups to screen
parents for mental health con-
ditions.

Murthy said there were at
least 63 million parents and care-
givers, and 48% describe them-
selves as completely over-
whelmed. Parents, particularly
single ones, are also experienc-
ing a disproportionate level of
loneliness, he said.

President Joe Biden’s legis-
lation ensuring paid family and
medical leave for Americans
was thwarted by Republicans
and some Democrats in Congress.

Murthy, whose time in office
is expected to conclude at the
end of Biden’s term in January,
said he did not see the issue as
political.

“As a country, we need to in-
vest more in caring for parents
and supporting their well-
being,” he said. “My hope is
that the well-being of parents
would not be a political or par-
tisan issue.”

‘Africa’s mpox response
IS less than 10% funded’

REUTERS

Dakar, August 28: Africa has
secured less than 10% of the es-
timated $245 million it needs to
fight a surging mpox outbreak
on the continent, a senior official
from the Africa Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention
(Africa CDC) said Wednesday.

The continent is under pres-
sure to curb an outbreak of the
potentially deadly infection that
the World Health Organization
declared to be a global health
emergency in mid-August, after
anew strain began proliferating
from Democratic Republic of
Congo to neighbouring
countries.

Africa CDC has pulled together
abudget to determine the amount
of money available for the mpox
response and the resources it
needs to mobilise.

“We've come to the first esti-

mate of $245 million,” Africa
CDC Chief of Staff Ngashi
Ngongo said at a WHO meeting
in the Republic of Congo’s cap-
ital Brazzaville.

Democratic Republic of
Congo’s government has com-
mitted $10 million to support
the fight against the outbreak
while the African Union has ap-
proved $10.4 million,
Ngongo said.

Therefore, about $20 million is
currently available for the re-
sponse, he said, adding that these
figures would be updated.

“The current gap where we

stand today is about $224 mil- -

lion that we are looking for,”
he said.

Jean Kaseya, director general
of Africa CDC, said during the
meeting that the organisation

£

C

was moving towards securing—

almost 1 million doses of mpox
vaccine.
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Universal and
‘ affordable
access to

formal banking
services is essential

%)
¥,
for achieving

financial inclusion

and empowerment. It integrates the
poor into the economic mainstream
and plays a crucial role in the
development of marginalised
communities

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN | FINANCE MINISTER

Of late, there
‘ are reports that
the auto
industry is seeing
some slowdown, but
| am very hopeful ’
that on the back of |
good monsoon that we see, | think
during the festive period, we will see
a decent uptick both in terms of two-
wheelers as well as four-wheelers

SUDIPTA ROY | MD AND CEO, L&T FINANCE

Over the next
‘ five years, the

payments
industry will
prioritise expanding
ecosystems and
exploring new use
cases for existing platforms

MIHIR GANDHI I PARTNER AND PAYMENTS
TRANSFORMATION LEADER, PWC INDIA

SHORT TAKES

M SBl raises ¥7,500cr
via tier-ll bonds

New Delhi: The country’s
biggest lender State Bank of
India (SBI) Wednesday
announced raising of ¥7,500
crore through its first Basel IlI-
compliant tier-2 bond
issuance for the current
financial year. The bonds with
a coupon rate of 7.42 per cent
are issued for a tenor of 15
years, with call option after
10 years and each
anniversary dates thereafter,
SBI said in a statement. The
issue attracted overwhelming
response from investors with
bids in excess of 38,800 crore
against the base issue size of
5,000 crore, it said.

......................................

B Paytm gets nod for
PPSL investment

New Delhi: Fintech firm One97
Communications -- the owner
of Paytm brand -- has received
the government’s approval for
downstream investment in
wholly owned subsidiary
Paytm Payments Services Ltd,
a regulatory filing said
Wednesday. The company will
reapply for a payment
aggregator (PA) licence, it
said. “We would like to inform
you that PPSL has received
approval from the Government
of India, Ministry of Finance,
Department of Financial
Services, vide its letter dated
August 27, 2024, for
downstream investment from
the Company into PPSL. With
this approval in place, PPSL
will proceed to resubmit its PA
application. In the meantime,
PPSL will continue to provide
online payment aggregation
services to existing partners,”
Paytm filing said.

Reliance, Disney overcome
cricket concerns to win
nod for I70K-cr merger

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 28: The
Competition Commission of
India Wednesday approved the
merger of media assets of
Reliance Industries and The
Walt Disney Co to create the
country’s largest media empire
worth over 70,000 crore.

The deal, announced six
months ago, faced scrutiny by
the anti-trust regulator and the
approval has come after the par-
ties proposed certain modifi-
cations to the original transac-
tion structure.

In a post on X, the regulator
said it has cleared the “proposed
combination involving Reliance
Industries Limited, Viacom18
Media Private Limited, Digital18
Media Limited, Star India Private
Limited and Star Television
Productions Limited, subject to
the compliance of voluntary
modifications”.

Viacom18 is part of the RIL
group, and SIPL is wholly-owned
by The Walt Disney Company.
STPL, a company incorporated
in the British Virgin Islands, is
owned indirectly by The Walt
Disney.

The Competition Commission
of India (CCI), however, did not
disclose voluntary modifications
in the original deal made by the
two parties.

Under the deal, Mukesh
Ambani-led Reliance Industries
Ltd (RIL) and its affiliates will
hold 63.16 per cent of the com-
bined entity that will house two
streaming services and 120 tel-
evision channels.

UPI transactions to
rise to 439bn by FY29

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

bb

Bikaji is not for sale.
Whatever price

I are not for sale
MANOJ VERMA I CHIEF

ENTERTAINMENT GIANT

CCl clears RIL-Disney merger

@ Reliance

0 Industries Limited

,

The merger is expected to combine 120 TV channels
and two streaming platforms, challenging rivals such
as Japan’s Sony and Netflix in a $28 billion media
and entertainment sector set to be worth
$100 billion by the end of the decade

The Walt Disney will hold the
remaining 36.84 per cent stake in
the combined entity, which will
also be India’s largest media
house.

Reliance Industries has also
agreed to invest close to 11,500
crore into the joint venture to give
it the muscle to fight rivals like
Japan’s Sony and Netflix.

Nita Ambani, wife of billion-
aire and RIL Chairman Mukesh
Ambani, will head the joint ven-
ture, while Uday Shankar will be
the Vice Chairperson.

Shankar is a former top Disney
executive.

The deal will also require ap-
proval of the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT).

CCI had raised various queries
related to the deal, particularly

with respect to the proposed
combined entity’s cricket broad-
casting rights and OTT pres-
ence amid anti-competitive con-
cerns.

As per regulations, CCI has
to pass a prima facie order within
30 calendar days of the merger
being notified to the regulator.
However, it has the power to con-
duct an in-depth inquiry to as-
certain possible anti-competi-
tive issues, and in that case,
there will be a wider public con-
sultation.

Merger activities in the fast-
growing and highly competitive
media and entertainment space
are slowly gaining pace amid a
consolidation trend to stay fi-
nancially healthy.

Earlier this year, the much-

someone offers, there
are certain things that

OPERATING OFFICER, BIKAJI FOODS

BHARATPE’S UPI OFFERING

Fintech platform BharatPe Wednesday announced
the launch of its UPI TPAP (third-party application
provider) to facilitate consumer digital payments.
Earlier, BharatPe provided merchant-to-merchant
digital payment services. The company has also
rebranded buy-now-pay-later app ‘postpe’ to
‘BharatPe', according to a statement

.

hyped merger involving Sony
and Zee failed due to multiple is-
sues, and Tuesday, the two com-
panies announced that the dis-
pute between them had been
settled amicably.

Media ventures of Reliance
are currently housed in Network
18, which owns TV18 news chan-
nels as well as a plethora of en-
tertainment (under the ‘Colors’
brand) and sports channels.
NW18 also has stakes in mon-
eycontrol.com, and bookmyshow
and publishes magazines.

Its subsidiary NW18 owns the
news channels
CNBC/CNNNews.

Reliance separately owns a
movie production arm --
JioStudios, and majority stakes
in two listed cable distribution
companies Den and Hathway.

Disney + Hotstar was launched
in India in 2020 post the acqui-
sition of the entertainment as-
sets of 21st Century Fox at a val-
uation of $71.3 billion, thereby
taking over the operations of
Star India and Hotstar. It housed
entertainment and cinema chan-
nels, such as StarPlus and
StarGold as well as sports chan-
nels like Star Sports.

While Disney + Hotstar rapidly
increased their subscriber base
initially with the streaming
rights of cricket matches (IPL,
World Cup), it lost the bid for
the digital streaming rights in the
2023-27 cycle, which was won by
Reliance-backed Viacom18 for
$720 billion, 12.92 per cent higher
than what Star India had paid on
an average per match value.

Reliance will be the majority
owner of the merged company;,
which will be chaired by Ambani’s
wife Nita Ambani , who has ex-
perience in the arts and ties with
Bollywood.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 28: Equity
benchmark Nifty rose marginally
to hit a fresh lifetime high of
25,052, and Sensex gained over
70 points Wednesday, helped by
buying in IT, tech and health-
care stocks amid a largely pos-
itive global market.

Foreign capital inflows and
lower global crude oil prices
kept the investor sentiment op-
timistic, traders said.

“However, valuation remains
a near-term deterrent, which
will be further tested based on
the upcoming India Q1 FY25
GDP data this week. On the other
hand, investors are giving more
emphasis to defensive bets, which
is evident with the outperfor-
mance in IT and pharma stocks,”
Vinod Nair, Head of Research,
Geojit Financial Services, said.

Rising for the tenth straight
session, the NSE Nifty went up
by 34.60 points or 0.14 per cent to
settle at a new closing high of
25,052.35. The benchmark surged
111.85 points or 0.44 per cent to

Foreign lenders lured by stake sales in banks

REUTERS

New Delhi, August 28: The
total transaction volume on UPI
is expected to increase to 439
billion by 2028-29 from about 131
billion in the last financial year
and account for 91 per cent of
overall retail digital payments,
said a PwC India Report.

The report titled ‘The Indian
Payments Handbook - 2024-29°
also said India's digital payments
landscape has witnessed re-
markable growth over the past
eight years and the industry is
projected to expand more than
three times in volume, from 159
billion transactions in 2023-24
to 481 billion by 2028-29.

In terms of value of payment
transactions, the market growth
is expected to double, from 3265
lakh crore to %593 lakh crore
over the same period.

The PwC India report said
UPI continues its remarkable
growth trajectory with a year-on-
year growth in transaction vol-
ume of 57 per cent, it said.

It further said credit cards
have witnessed a formidable
growth in 2023-24 with the in-
dustry adding more than 16 mil-

_| lion new ones.

Mumbai, August 28: Talks to
sell majority stakes in two Indian
banks have attracted interest
from foreign peers in Japan and
the Middle East betting on a fast-
growing economy, but tighter
regulations and valuation con-
cerns could curb their appetite,
analysts and sources say.

The rare opportunity for for-
eign banks to take controlling
stakes in a market dominated
by state-owned banks comes as
existing investors in Yes Bank
and IDBI Bank look to divest
their holdings.

Banking sector deals in India,
especially those involving for-
eign entities, are rare. A full
takeover of troubled Indian
lender Lakshmi Vilas Bank by
Singapore-based DBS Group in
aregulatory-driven transaction
in 2020 was the last major deal.

The top shareholders are look-
ing to exit from the two banks
about four years after they were
roped in by the regulator and the
government to help them recover
from sharply worsening asset
quality due to rampant lending
that threatened their stability.

Private sector lender Yes Bank,

S

PRI
in which shareholders are look-
ing to sell a 51% stake, has drawn
interest from Japan’s Sumitomo
Mitsui Banking Corp (SMBC)
and Emirates NBD, Reuters has
reported.

IDBI Bank, in which the Indian
government and the Life
Insurance Corporation are col-
lectively selling a 60.72% stake,
has seen Emirates, Canada’s
Fairfax Group, as well as local
rival Kotak Mahindra Bank ex-
press interest.

The foreign interest in the
two banks comes as the Indian
economy is forecast to grow at

India’s growth story is

promising, and

corporates are looking
to expand their businesses.
That is enticing these
(foreign) players

ASHVIN PAREKH | MD, ASHVIN PAREKH
ADVISORY SERVICES

7.2% this year, making it one of
the world’s fastest-growing major
economies.

Demand for bank credit, which
includes corporate loans and
mortgages, is growing at twice
the expected economic growth
pace and gross bad loans in the

domestic banking sector are cur-
rently at multi-year lows of 2.8%
of total assets.

Similar to other major mar-
kets, inbound banking sector
deals are tightly scrutinized in
India. Given the sector’s im-
portance and linkages with the
broader economy, New Delhi is
expected to field interest from bid-
ders in countries it has good po-
litical ties with, analysts said.

Despite those attractions,
stricter rules related to capital
requirements and ownership re-
strictions, and state domination
with government-backed banks
accounting for nearly 52% of
the bank credit has weighed on
foreign banks’ operations in
India.

Regulations in India also re-
quire that the largest share-
holder of a local bank, termed
as ‘promoter’ under Indian reg-
ulations, must their reduce share-
holding to 26% over a 15-year
period.

Foreign lenders, including
HSBC and Standard Chartered ac-
counted for only 3.4% of the bank-
ing sector credit as of March
2024, less than half of the 8.4%
share they held in March 2000, ac-
cording to the central bank data.

Apple eyes bigger slice of India’s streaming, music market

The Apple TV~ streaming
service, known for its
original series like Ted
Lasso, The Morning Show
and Slow Horses, has so
far differentiated itself in
the streaming landscape
with a focus on in-house
content

REUTERS

Bangalore, August 28: Apple
is tying up with India’s Bharti
Airtel to offer the telecom firm’s
premium customers its music
and video streaming services
for free, giving the US giant ac-
cess to thousands of consumers
in the world’s most populous na-
tion.

With mostly English-language

content, Apple TV+ is a small
player in India’s $28 billion media
and entertainment market, where
itsrivals include Netflix, Amazon
Prime Video, Disney+ Hotstar
and billionaire Mukesh Ambani’s
JioCinema.

“Apple TV+ will come bun-
dled with premium Airtel WiFi
and Postpaid plans,” Airtel said
in a statement Tuesday, though
the companies did not disclose
a deal value for the partnership
or information on costs.

Apple Music will also be avail-
able for current premium users
of Airtel’s Wynk music app,
which will be shut down. Its em-
ployees are being subsumed by
the company, Airtel said.

Two sources familiar with the
strategy said that for Apple, the
deal is aimed at reaching out to
amuch bigger pool of consumers
with its digital services given
Airtel is the country’s second
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biggest telecom operator with
281 million subscribers.
Ambani’s Reliance Jio tele-
com service has 489 million users.
The Apple TV+ streaming
service, known for its original se-
ries like Ted Lasso, The Morning

o

Show and Slow Horses, has so far
differentiated itself in the stream-
ing landscape with a focus on
in-house content.

Most rival platforms in India
and overseas offer users older
movies and TV shows from other

APPLE TV+ AND APPLE MUSIC
TO BE FREE FOR PREMIUM
AIRTEL USERS

NEW AIRTEL PLANS WITH FREE
APPLE TV+ WITHIN DAYS

APPLE HAS RAPIDLY GROWN
INDIA SMARTPHONE MARKET
SHARE TO 6%

MARKET IS WORTH $28BN

studios, as well as their own
originals.

Airtel will within days an-
nounce new tariff plans that
will include free Apple TV+ of-
ferings, said two other sources
with direct knowledge of its
plans.

Currently, the Apple TV+ serv-
ice retails at $9.99 per month in
the US and ?99 ($1.18) per month
in India, compared to Ambani’s
JioCinema which offers cricket

content for free and has plans as
cheap as 329 a month. Netflix
starts with monthly tariff of
3149.

Cricket is seen as a way to
attract more customers to
streaming platforms in India,
and Disney lost millions of
Indian users last year when it
lost streaming rights to
Ambani’s Reliance for stream-
ing the world’s richest cricket
tournament, the Indian Premier
League.

Apple has 6% of India’s 690
million smartphone users, ac-
cording to data from research
firm Counterpoint. The re-
maining market is dominated
by phones from Samsung and
Xiaomi, and are powered by
Google’s Android operating
system.

Apple Music is currently
priced at 399 per month and has
alibrary of 100 million songs.

hit a fresh intra-day all-time
peak of 25,129.60.

Extending its winning run to
the seventh day in a row, the 30-
share BSE Sensex climbed 73.80
points or 0.09 per cent to settle
at 81,785.56. During the day, it
jumped 327.5 points or 0.40 per
cent to 82,039.26.

Among the 30 Sensex firms,
Bharti Airtel, Infosys, Indusind
Bank, Sun Pharma, Tech
Mahindra, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Bajaj Finance and
JSW Steel were the biggest gain-
ers.

On the other hand, Asian
Paints, Maruti, Nestle, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Axis Bank and
UltraTech Cement were among
the laggards.

The broader market depicted
a mixed trend, with the BSE
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e

midcap rising marginally by 0.04

per cent while the small-cap
gauge dipped 0.12 per cent.

Among the indices, teck
jumped 1.31 per cent, IT soared
1.24 per cent, healthcare (0.91
per cent), and telecommunication
(0.48 per cent).

India to reap global
gas supply glut: ICRA

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, August 28: The
global liquified natural gas (LNG)
markets are now heading to-
wards significant supply glut,
which is set to benefit India as
significant capacity addition
amid expectation of modest de-
mand growth in the global con-
sumption will keep the LNG
prices under check, a report said
Wednesday.

Consumption in India is ex-
pected to grow by 6-8 per cent YoY
in FY2025, supported by softer
LNG prices and an uptick in the
domestic gas production, ac-
cording to the report by credit rat-
ing ICRA.

Globally, about 193 million
metric tonne (MMT) of the LNG
production and liquefaction ca-
pacity is slated to be added over
the course of the next four years.

The report highlighted that
after two volatile years in terms
of natural gas supplies and pric-
ing, the global LNG markets are
now heading towards signifi-
cant supply glut with large ca-
pacity additions planned from
CY2024 to CY2028.

“Global natural gas con-
sumption is expected to witness
modest growth, given the focus
of the major natural gas con-
sumers in regions of European
Union, Japan and Korea towards
other sources of energy,” said
Girishkumar Kadam, SVP and
Group Head, Corporate Ratings,
ICRA.

India thus stands to benefit
in terms of availability of LNG
at reasonable prices over the
medium term, notwithstanding
the near-term volatility amid
geo-political tensions in West
Asia, he mentioned.

India’s gas consumption, after
witnessing headwinds in FY2023
owing to the elevated LNG prices,
recovered sharply to 187.9 mm-
scmd (million metric standard
cubic meters per day) in FY2024
(17 per cent increase YoY) with
easing of LNG prices.

-
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In India, the growth is sup- -
ported by the City Gas distribution g

(CGD) sector, followed by the re-

fineries’ offtake, said the report.
The increasing adoption of

electric vehicles in the passen-

C

ger vehicle and bus segments——

will remain key threats for the
CNG offtake.
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Test cricket a priority for Jay

New ICC chief wants to promote the longest format as it helps a player to develop the basics

AGENCIES

New Delhi, August 28: Newly-
elected ICC chairman Jay Shah
said Wednesday he will look to
ensure that Test cricket forms
the ‘bedrock’ of the game in his
tenure during which he will also
try to ‘dismantle barriers that
have hindered cricket’s progress’.
The 35-year-old will relinquish
his current position of BCCI
secretary to succeed December
1 incumbent Greg Barclay as
the youngest ICC chairman for
a term of two years.

“While the T20 is a naturally
exciting format, it is equally
important that Test cricket re-
mains a priority for everyone
as it forms the bedrock of our
game,” Shah said in a statement
issued by the BCCI. “We must see
to it that cricketers are driven
to the longer format and our ef-
forts will be channelised to-
wards this goal,” the new ICC
chief added.

Shah said he would also like
to work towards setting up a
separate programme for talent
search. He emphasised on lifting
the standard of the game across
the globe.

“I want to assure you that I will
do everything possible to ele-
vate the standard of our game
across the globe. As I step into
this pivotal role, I am resolutely
committed to meeting your high
expectations and dedicating my-
self to the beautiful game of
cricket,” Shah stated.

Shah became the fifth Indian
after the late Jagmohan Dalmiya,

B SHORT

Zaheer chosen
as LSG mentor

Kolkata: Former India
speedster Zaheer Khan
assumed Wednesday the role
of Lucknow Super Giants (LSG)
team mentor and termed it the
start of something ‘very, very
special’ for the franchise that
failed to win the IPL despite
reaching the playoffs twice in
three seasons. LSG finished
seventh in the last edition of
the IPL. “LSG are a relatively
young franchise in IPL, but it
has not been looked upon like
that, the building blocks are
pretty much in place,”

Zaheer said at the media
interaction at the RPSG Group
headquarters here. “l am
hoping that we will be able to
regain lost glory in the IPL this
time,” he added.

.......................................

M Dhull recovering
after heart surgery

New Delhi: Yash Dhull, who
captained India to the 2022 U-
19 World Cup triumph, has
returned to competitive cricket
after undergoing a minor heart
surgery. Rajesh Nagar, Dhull’'s
coach for more than a decade
said Wednesday that the top-
order batter went under the
knife in the first half of July
after a small hole was
detected in Dhull’s heart
during a camp at the NCA.
“Even though he is not 100 per
cent, Dhull is recovering,”
Nagar informed.

.......................................

M Shuttlers bow out

Seoul: Shuttlers Ashmita
Chaliha, Malvika Bansod and
Aakarshi Kashyap bowed out in
the opening round of the Korea
Open to draw curtains on
India’s campaign in the super
500 badminton tournament
here Wednesday. Ashmita lost
to World No 17 Pornpawee
Chochuwong 8-21, 13-21, while
Aakarshi went down 15-21, 15-
21 to Denmark’s Line
Christophersen. Malvika,
however, produced a gallant
fight before going down
narrowly 21-18, 15-21, 17-21 to
Danish player Hojmark
Kjaersfeldt.

.......................................

B Footballer dies

Sao Paulo: Uruguayan soccer
player Juan Izquierdo died
Tuesday at a hospital five
days after collapsing during
a game here. He was 27.
Hospital Albert Einstein here
said in a statement that the
Nacional defender died
following ‘cardiorespiratory
arrest associated with his
cardiac arrhythmia’.

Sharad Pawar, N Srinivasan and
Shashank Manohar to be elected
for the high-profile job.

“With cricket poised to make
its historic debut at the Olympics
in 2028, we stand at the precipice
of a transformative era. This
juncture is not merely a mile-
stone; it’s a clarion call for all of
us involved in this magnificent

Judoka

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, August 27: Like
any other young kid she has
dreams and aspirations of mak-
ing it to the big stage. And to
turn those dreams into reality,
judoka Tanushree Das is deter-
mined to overcome all obstacles.

Recently Tanushree, a Class IX
student of Ghatikia Government
High School in the Odisha cap-
ital hogged the limelight by
winning bronze in the 32kg sub-
junior category at the IVth East
Zone Khelo India Women’s Judo
League. The event, held August
16 to 19 at the SAI Nehru Stadium
in Shillong, Meghalaya, saw
some of the region’s best tal-
ents compete fiercely.

Despite coming from a hum-
ble background, Tanushree’s
achievement is nothing short of

sport. It is my privilege to lead
the ICC during such an excit-
ing period in our shared jour-
ney,” Shah said.

Meanwhile once it became
clear Tuesday that Shah will be
next ICC chief, congratulatory
messages started pouring in.

Legendary cricket icon Sachin
Tendulkar said that Shah’s ef-

forts as BCCI secretary in giv-
ing equal priority to men’s and
women’s cricket have made the
Indian board a ‘pioneer’ for
other governing bodies of the
game to follow.

“Being enthusiastic and hav-
ing the drive to do something
good for cricket are essential
qualities for a cricket adminis-
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We must see to it that
cricketers are driven to the
longer format and our efforts
will be channelised
towards this goal
JAY SHAH

trator. @JayShah displayed these
traits wonderfully during his
stint as @BCCI secretary,”
Tendulkar wrote on ‘X’. “His
endeavours towards prioritis-
ing both women’s cricket and
men’s cricket have made the
BCCI a pioneer that other boards
can follow,” Tendulkar added.

Former India skipper Sourav
Ganguly, who was the BCCI pres-
ident during Shah’s first term
wrote, “Congratulations to Jay
Shah @JayShah on his new role
asICC chair... Wish him a great
journey ahead...” (sic)

India’s batting mainstay Virat
Kohli also congratulated Shah
for his new role. “Many con-
gratulations @JayShah on being
elected as the ICC chairman.
Wishing you great success
ahead,” he wrote. India’s Test and
ODI skipper Rohit Sharma wrote,
“Heartiest Congratulations
@dJayShah.”

Jasprit Bumrah also extended
his wishes, “Congratulations
@dJay Shah bhai! Your passion
for the game will ensure it’s
taken to the next level. Wishing
you lots of luck!”

"Tanushree dreams big

extra-ordinary. The bronze she
won has acted as a catalyst for
her to do better in future.

“I went there determined to
win gold. Although I couldn’t

Cuttack, Sundargarh,
Kenolhar enter semis

The victorious Keonjhar women’s football team

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 28:
Keonjhar, Sundargarh and
Cuttack won Wednesday their
respective quarterfinal matches
and qualified for the semifinals
of the Senior Women’s Inter-
District football tournament for
the PC Behera trophy being
played at Bargarh. While two of
the quarterfinals were one-sided
encounters, the match between
Kendrapara and Sundargarh
was a hard-fought match.

In the end, it was the better ball
possession of Sundargarh which
helped them to win the game by
a margin of 2-0 against
Kendrapara. Both the goals came
in the second half with Rupashree
Munda (48th) and Pratima Oram
(58th) scoring for the winners.
However, Kendrapara had their
chances and had they utilised
those, the result of the game
could have been different.

In another quarterfinal,
Keonjhar trounced Bhubaneswar

14-0. The star performer of the
game was Sabita Mohanty who
scored five goals including a
hat-trick. She opened Keonjhar’s
account in the second minute of
the game and followed it up with
strikes in the fourth, 20th, 22nd
and 70th minutes. The other
goals were scored by Pinky Purty
(seventh, 27th), Anisha Kumbhar
(55th, 83rd), Kuni Munda (24th),
Kusum Munda (44th), Ambaruta
Nayak (59th), Anjali Bhuyan
(85th) and Muskan Thakur (88th).

In the third quarterfinal played
on the day, Cuttack blanked
Jharsuguda 5-0. The footballers
of Cuttack dominated proceed-
ings right from the start and rarely
allowed the opposition to have a
look at their goal. Sunita Swain
opened the account for Cuttack
in the sixth minute. It was fol-
lowed by three goals including a
hat-trick by Barsha Mahakud
(39th, 41st, 84th). In between
Barsha’s goals, Sheela Singh added
to Cuttack’s tally with a strike in
the 76th minute.

achieve that, I've learned from
my mistakes. This bronze medal
is no less than gold to me. My par-
ents and everyone around me
are happy with this achieve-
ment, and I want to work harder
in future to make them hap-
pier,” Tanushree stated.

Tanushree’s judo journey
began as a means of self-defence
but quickly evolved into a deep
passion. Supported by ‘Unmukt
Foundation’, which helps un-
derprivileged children like her,
she rapidly progressed in the
sport, showcasing not only her
skills but also her perseverance
and resilience. Tanushree’s ded-
ication is evident — she even cut
her long hair to meet the weight
category requirements (shades
of Vinesh Phogat).

Her mother, Kajal Rekha, re-
flected on Tanushree’s journey

with pride. “Wmmng and losing
aren’t always in our control,
but it is always our endeavour
to support her. My daughter has
worked hard and we are ex-
tremely proud of her achieve-
ments,” Kajal Rekha said.

Tanushree’s father, Ramakant
is also overjoyed at his daughter’s
achievement. “Ilearned she had
won bronze when she received
her medal. We are incredibly
proud of her achievement. Being
a girl should never limit her
from excelling in sports. I'm
proud of her determination,”
Ramakant stated.

Shweta Agarwal, the founder
of the ‘Unmukt Foundation’,
expressed confidence in
Tanushree’s potential. “What
she has achieved is nothing
short of remarkable,” stated
Agarwal.

Para athletes can win
10 medals, says coach

World record holder Sumit Antil in javelin throw is a prime medal contender
at the Paralympics

AGENCIES

New Delhi, August 28: India can
clinch 10 medals including five
golds in athletics at the
Paralympics head coach
Satyanarayana has said. He
added that the aim will be to
better their performances from
the last edition. Satyanarayana
said the Indian athletes have
trained intensely for the Paris
Para Games.

“In Tokyo, many of our ath-
letes secured silver and bronze
medals. Our focus this time is to
convert those into gold. I am
very sure that the sportsper-
sons can achieve their goals,”
Satyanarayana said in a release.

“The training has been in-
tense, and our athletes have
shown incredible dedication.
Most of them have already
reached Paris to acclimatise to
the conditions and continue
their rigorous training,”
Satyanaryana added.

Among the Indian athletes
who are expected to excel are
Sumit Antil (men’s javelin F64),
Mariyappan Thangavelu (men’s
high jump T42), Deepthi Jeevanji
(women’s 400m T20), Sachin
Khilari (men’s shotput F46),
Ekta Bhyan (women’s club throw
F52) and Simran Sharma
(women’s 200m T12). Antil is
the world record-holder in the
para-javelin event.

With 19 medals, India fin-
ished at the 24th spot in the
tally with five gold, eight silver
and six bronze medals in the

‘Best wishes'
from Neeraj

New Delhi: Paris Olympics
silver medallist javelin thrower
Neeraj Chopra extended his
best wishes for the Indian
contingent for the Paralympics,
which gets underway
Wednesday. “My best wishes to
all the incredible Indian
athletes competing in the
Paralympic Games which begin
in Paris today (Wednesday).
Keep inspiring us!” Chopra
posted on ‘X’. India’s campaign
will begin Thursday with para
archery, where Tokyo bronze
medallist Harvinder Singh will
feature in men’s recurve
ranking round and Sarita will
play in the women’s compound
open category. India have

won 31 medals from the
revious 11 editions of the
Paralympic Games.

Tokyo Paralympics. In athletics,
India won eight medals in-
cluding one gold, five silver and
two bronze.

“This time I am sure that the
medal tally in athletics will in-
crease. In the last few years, our

para-athletes have performed -
exceedingly well in the Asian

Games and the World
Championships. If they show
the same level of performance
in Paris, I am sure we will win
10 or more medals in athletics,”
Satyanarayana stated.

Osaka back with a bang at US Open

ASSOCIATED PRESS

New York, August 28: A year
ago, still on maternity leave and
still unsure when she would play
elite tennis again, Naomi Osaka
visited the US Open to appear
with Michael Phelps for a dis-
cussion about mental health.
Osaka however, was not at all
nervous when she took the court
Tuesday at the Flushing Meadows
overpowering No 10 seed Jelena
Ostapenko 6-3, 6-2. It was Osaka’s
first victory against a top 10 op-
ponent in more than four years.
Osaka claimed titles in New
York in 2018 and 2020, along with
a pair of trophies at the
Australian Open in 2019 and
2021, and her match-up against
2017 French Open champion
Ostapenko marked the first time
two past major champs faced off
in the opening round at the US
Open since Serena Williams de-
feated Maria Sharapova five
years ago. Another such contest
came Tuesday night, when 2020

Naomi Osaka celebrates after her win over Jelena Ostapenko

Australian Open champion Sofia
Kenin beat 2021 US Open winner
Emma Raducanu 6-1, 3-6, 6-4.
“Having a win here means a lot,
and I think for me, I've been strug-
gling with confidence throughout
the year,” said Osaka. “This time
now forces me to look in the mir-
ror and say, ‘Hey, you’ve done re-

PHOTO X

ally well here. There’s noreason
why you can’t do well again’.”
Other women moving into the
second round included No 11Iga
Swiatek, who got past Kamilla
Rakhimova 6-4, 7-6 (8-6) by taking
the last five points after needing
toeraseatrio of set points because
she trailed 3-6 in the tie-breaker

Pathak replaces just-retired Sreejesh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 28: As ex-
pected, Krishan Bahadur Pathak,
was Wednesday named the main
goalkeeper after the retirement of
PR Sreejesh in the Harmanpreet
Singh-led 18-member Indian team
for the upcoming Asian
Champions Trophy. The tourna-
ment will see defending cham-
pions India vie for top honours
alongside Korea, Malaysia,
Pakistan, Japan and hosts China
at Hulunbuir September 8-17.
Sreejesh announced his re-
tirement after India won a sec-

INDIA'S MATCHES

Vs China Sept 8
Vs Japan Sept9
Vs Japan Sept 11
Vs Korea Sept 12
Vs Pak Sept 14

ond successive Olympic bronze
medal in Paris earlier this month.
Hence Pathak will now be the
man in charge under the bar,
while Suraj Karkera will be the
reserve custodian.
Experienced midfielder Vivek
Sagar Prasad has been made the
vice-captain in place of Hardik
Singh who has been rested along

with Mandeep Singh, Lalit
Upadhyay, Shamsher Singh
and Gurjant Singh.

The squad: (Goalkeepers):
Krishan Bahadur Pathak, Suraj
Karkera; (Defenders):
Jarmanpreet Singh, Amit
Rohidas, Harmanpreet Singh
(captain), Jugraj Singh, Sanjay,
Sumit; (Midfielders): Raj
Kumar Pal, Nilakanta Sharma,
Vivek Sagar Prasad, Manpreet
Singh, Md Raheel Mouseen;
(Forwards): Abhishek,
Sukhjeet Singh, Araijeet Singh
Hundal, Uttam Singh and
Gurjot Singh.

and No 5 Jasmine Paolini beat
2019 US Open champion Bianca
Andreescu 6-7 (5-7), 6-2, 6-4.

In the men’s section Carlos
Alcaraz defeated qualifier Li Tu
6-2, 4-6, 6-3, 6-1 in the Arthur
Ashe Stadium. Earlier Jannik
Sinner played his first match
since news came out that he
was cleared in a doping case in-
volving two failed tests in March,
and while he got off to a slow
start, the 23-year-old Italian
quickly bounced back to elimi-
nate Mackie McDonald 2-6,
6-2, 6-1, 6-2.

Other seeded men advancing
included No 5 Daniil Medvedey,
No 7 Hubert Hurkacz and No 25
Jack Draper, but No 11 Stefanos
Tsitsipas and No 19 Felix Auger-
Aliassime both lost, as did No 23
Karen Khachanov, who came
out on the wrong end of the
longest US Open match.

Dan Evans snuck past
Khachanov 6-7 (6-8), 7-6 (7-2), 7-6
(7-4), 4-6, 6-4 in a match which
lasted five hours and 35 minutes.

NITR celebrates
National Sports Day

Rourkela, August 28: To celebrate
National Sports Day 2024 and to pro-
mote the ‘FIT India’ campaign the stu-
dent activity centre at NIT Rourkela
(NITR) organised a table tennis tourna-
ment for female students. The event
was held August 26 at the Dilip Tirkey
Stadium-NITR. Muskan Agarwal
emerged champion while Manaswita
Ghose was the runner up. The event
was inaugurated by Prof Niranjan
Panda, Dean of Student Affairs, NITR, in
presence of Prof Rajeev Kumar Panda.
Officials said NITR will continue its cele-
bration of National Sports Day with a
swimming competition August 31, open
to inmates of NIT Rourkela.

1 Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142(Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/37159
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